
 

 

March 5-7, 2022 – 1st Sunday of Lent 
Preacher:  Pastor Scott Oelhafen 

Sermon Theme:  Lead me not into temptation! See how Jesus beat:  
1. The temptation to doubt God   2. The temptation to ignore God    3. The temptation to test God  
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 where 
for forty days he was tempted[a] by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of 
them he was hungry.  3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become 
bread.”  4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’[b]”  5 The devil led him 
up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And he said to 
him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to 
anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be yours.”  8 Jesus answered, “It is written: 
‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’[c]”  9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him 
stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself 
down from here. 10 For it is written:  “‘He will command his angels concerning you  to guard you 
carefully;  11 they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a 
stone.’[d]” 12 Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’[e]”  13 When the 
devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.  Sermon Text: Luke 4: 1-13  
 
Dear Christian friends,  
 
Years ago, you could learn a lot about a person from the old school bumper stickers on their van or 
vehicle.  These days you can learn even more from the memes or electronic messages on their 
Facebook wall or Instagram page.  You can learn if they’re a sports fan of the Vikings or Packers.  
You can find out what political party they favor.   Sometimes, these little billboards have spiritual 
messages.  I saw a meme recently that said:  Lead me not into temptation … I can find it myself.  
There’s more truth there than any of us care to admit.  Sometimes, we go looking for temptation 
and sometimes temptation finds us.  No one is immune.  It’s inevitable that all of us will be tempted 
to sin, to go against God’s Word, pushing God away from us.  From the strongest every week church 
attender to the one who never thinks of setting foot in the church sanctuary, we all struggle 
mightily with temptation.  And it’s not just the temptation to have too many potato chips. So what 
have you been struggling with?  Let me give you a wake-up call.  The day you stop struggling with 
sin is the day you’re either a) dead or b) you’re losing the battle. 
  
God’s Word tells us where all temptation comes from. Certainly, temptation doesn’t come from our 
good and gracious God.  Instead, it comes from a real, live, devil -- a fallen angel, who successfully 
tempted our first parents, Adam & Eve, back in the Garden of Eden with forbidden fruit.  So why do 
I state the obvious, that there is a devil roaming this world?  Here’s why.  Even though the Bible 
uses the words devil or Satan 80 different times, surveys still tell us that @ half of all who identify as 
Christians now deny that Satan exists – that’s a stunning statistic.  And that’s just the way Satan 
likes it.  He likes it when people deny or downplay him.  He does his best work, when that happens.  
But, tell me how can you deny the devil exists when there’s war on the streets of Ukraine, crime in 
our New Ulm community, child abuse, broken marriages, divided families, and trouble in our 
churches and schools.  Is this the result of damaged chromosomes or an ineffective public school 
system? It’s much deeper than that. It’s evil. And it’s organized. James 1:16 reminds us: Do not be 



 

 

deceived, my dear brothers and sisters.  The devil is very good at what he does, tempting us every 
day and he has plenty of help from other demons, from this sinful world, along with our own sinful 
flesh. And here’s the devil’s endgame: he wants to make our lives hell here and he wants to damn 
us for all eternity. He does this by sending temptation of different shapes and sizes.  Ranging from 
sexual temptation to jealousy, hatred, gossip, grudges and more. Don’t try to go it alone against 
temptation.  Many have tried and failed.  All of us, that’s you and me, need earthly help and eternal 
hope. And that’s why during this Lenten season, we have just what we need in our suffering Servant 
and Savior Jesus Christ. In our sermon reading from Luke’s Gospel, Jesus faced the devil head-on 
three different times.  In living color, we see how Jesus won those battles and the war for us on the 
cross at Calvary.  How important it is that we daily need to pray:  LORD, Lead Me not into 
Temptation. Let’s see how Jesus beat the temptation to doubt God, to ignore God, and to test God.  
 
Follow Jesus into battle with me as our sermon reading begins:  Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the 
Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted[a] by 
the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.  3 The devil 
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”   Right after His baptism 
at the Jordan River, the Holy Spirit led Jesus into the desert where didn’t eat for 40 days to be 
tempted by the devil. The devil used a war tactic much like he used on our first parents in the 
Garden of Eden when he said: Did God really say you couldn’t eat from this tree? What was the 
devil really trying to do with this temptation? He was trying to create doubt in Jesus’ mind. We can 
almost hear him hissing: “God doesn’t really love you. If He did, he wouldn’t let you go without food 
for so long. Can you do something about it, God-boy?” A strong temptation. An innocent 
temptation. But, a demonic temptation. Certainly, Jesus could have whipped up enough food to 
make McDonald’s billions served seem like a drop in the bucket. Yet, Jesus remained our champion 
and resisted temptation for every time we didn’t. The book of Hebrews tells us Jesus was tempted 
in every way, just as we are, yet was without sin. So how did Jesus defend himself here?  The 
answer may surprise you.  He didn’t radio heaven for an airstrike or wield a Star Wars lightsaber. 
Jesus simply used God’s Word and quoted Deuteronomy 8:3: Man does not live on bread alone but 
on every word that comes from the mouth of God. Doubt is still one of Satan’s toughest 
temptations. This doubt can come from people who say that God has completely lost control of our 
world or to believe we only need God on our terms. If we start buying this line of reasoning, Satan 
really begins selling us worthless lies. Satan encourages us to demand, and not simply ask, that age-
old question: why? Why did God let that accident happen? Why did God let that little one die? 
Asking for information isn’t wrong – but demanding information is. And if Satan gets us to do that, 
he can lure us away from the cross of Christ and search for answers in our own imperfect and 
limited hearts. Don’t go there.  Instead, look to Jesus for every time we’ve knuckled under the 
temptation to doubt God. We look to the cross where Jesus was punished in our place for every 
temptation we’ve given into. He was the guilty one and He has made us the innocent ones. We are 
freed from the guilt of our sins and freed from Satan’s power by Jesus’ blood. Remember 1 John, 
chapter three reminds us: The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work (1 
John 3:8). Take God at His Word at the empty tomb with the angel’s message: “He is risen just as He 
said.” Trust every Word of the Bible and gratefully follow Him with joy. Oh, you’d think that Satan 
would give up tempting Jesus. But, he didn’t.  The devil never give up on us either. That’s why we 



 

 

need to daily pray: LORD, Lead Me not into temptation. Jesus, protect me from the temptation to 
doubt God and to ignore God. 
 
Luke tells us what happened next 5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an 
instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and 
splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will 
all be yours.”  Satan now tempts Jesus with “bright lights and big cities”.  Satan claims he owns it 
all. What a liar. He certainly does not!  The devil is like a refrigerator salesman to Eskimos.  Of 
course, Eskimos don’t need refrigerators.  And Jesus doesn’t need what Satan is selling.  The whole 
world doesn’t belong to Satan, even though he acts like it. It belongs to Jesus. But, just think of 
what would’ve happened if Jesus bought the temptation to ignore God. Then, all of us here would 
belong to Satan forever – no more forgiveness, no more grace, no more heaven. And no way would 
Jesus let that happen. He tells Satan: "It is written: 'Worship the Lord your God and serve him 
only.' " Jesus resisted temptation by using the same tool we have today: the Bible and witnesses to 
the devil: “don’t make the pursuit of fame and fortune our priority – make God and serving Him out 
of thanks our #1 priority.” Don’t ignore God – follow Him.  
 
Finally, the devil gets really sneaky with our Savior. He tempts Jesus to test God. Listen to the 
exciting conclusion to our text:  9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest 
point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 For it 
is written:  “‘He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully;  11 they will lift 
you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’[d]”   This time, Satan 
quotes  Scripture. It might surprise you, but Satan knows the Bible, probably better than you do.  
But, remember Satan lies when he speaks.  He quotes, I should say, misquotes Scripture to change 
it’s meaning. Jesus corrects Satan when He answered, "It is said: 'Do not put the Lord your God to 
the test.' Isn’t that a popular temptation – to put God to the test? We’re often tempted to take 
God’s promises and turn them into licenses to do whatever we want. How foolish!  God does 
promise to protect us.  So we can be confident wherever we go, God will be with us, either keeping 
evil away from us or making evil serve our good.  Think how you came to church today.  It wasn’t an 
accident that you arrived safely. God’s angels brought you here and will return you home. But, God 
doesn’t want you to test His providence and see just how powerful those angels are. Just because 
your car has airbags, doesn’t mean you should test that system by driving dangerously. In the same 
way, don’t test God by assuming that He will protect you as you willingly expose yourself to sin or 
false teachings. That gives Satan an open door to do permanent damage to your soul. Rather, 
remember how Jesus resisted temptation perfectly: open God’s Word and as you read and apply it 
immediately to your life.  It will squash Satan like a bug.  
 
Martin Luther, the founder of the Lutheran church used to say this about temptation. He compared 
it to the birds of the air. He said: “I can’t prevent the birds from flying over my head. But, I can 
prevent them from making a nest in my hair.” Luther’s point was this: temptations are all around 
us.  But, we don’t need to let them hang around.  Like Joseph from the Old Testament, we may even 
need to keep our track shoes on to flee from temptation.  So join me in praying: Lead Me Not into 
Temptation. With Jesus’ victory in view, Satan will go down in defeat, and by faith we will go up to 
heaven.  Amen. 


