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Forgiveness from the Church or from Christ is One and the Same

* If anyone has caused grief, he has not so0 much grieved me as he has grieved all of you
to some extent—-not to put it too severely. * The punishment inflicted on him by the
majority is sufticient. ' Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will
not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. ! T arge yvou, therefore, to reaffirm your love for
him,

* Another reason [ wrote yon was to sec if you would stand the test and be obhedient in
everything. " Anyone you forgive, 1 also forgive. And what 1 have forgiven—it there was
anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, ¥ in order that
Satam might not cutwit us. For we are not unawarc of his schemcs.

Every verse of the Bible can be divided into either law or gospel. These are the Bible’s two
great teachings: the law that atflicts the comfortable, and the gospel that comferts the
alllicled. We don’t emphasize sin and grace, conlession and repentance—which flow
naturaily and inevilably [rom law and gospei—only because we are Lutherans, but because
this is what the Bible says. This is God's message everywhere in the Scriptures.

And here is a dircet appiication. Verse 3-8 prescent a case among the Corinthians; A man has
heen excommunicated. We don’t knew why, All we know is that he had sinned, and the
congregation had judged him and his unrepentance, Fxcommunication is the last act of love
by the church for a sinner wha does not think that what he or she is doing is a sin. They stand
ohstinately opposcd to the church and all ol its teachings, and Lypically they will be unwilling
to confront the congregation or ils pasters to say, Y ou are wrong in whal you leach,” bul
instead they will cither live their sinful lifestyle anyway, or else they will leave. It thetr sin is
public, for the group to see and be ofllended by, then the church may have no choice butl 10
place them outside the means of grace.

So the person is “punished,” to use Panl’s word, in this way: He is forbidden the Lord’s
Supper. The point of this, and the prayer of the church, is that he will be brought to fear his
smful state, and that he will seek forgiveness. A change in his lifestyle is made to show that
he agrees that what he was doing before was truly a sin, and now he can be brought back into
the commuaion fellowship of the church. This is the only way we can know that the
punmishment, the excommunication, was sufficient.

This is what was happening in Corinth, What Paul says makes us think that the sin was so
repulsive to the members that they had trouble restoring him-— not to the Lord’s Table, or to
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a seat in the pews, bul in their hearts. They looked at him and still thought, “Sinncr.” But
Paul says, “He’s repented. He's sorry for what he did. Let him back into your hearis and
show him love, o that he knows he is loved by Christ. Otherwise in his despair his soul
might be lest.™ And isn’t a lost soul werth a change in my atlitude about someonc? After all,
he has been forgiven -- and forgiveness from the church and lorgiveness from Christ arc one
and the same. This s what Jesus means when he says in John chapter 201 “If you forgive
anyone his sins, they are forgiven.”

This is summarized by Lther in the Catechism in the two short parts of the Mimstry of the
Kevys, Luther teaches owr children and us:

“4 Christian congregation with its called servant of Christ uses the keys in
accordance with Christ's command by forgiving those who repent eof their sin and are
willing to amend, and by excluding from the congregation those whoe are plainly
mmpenitent that they may repent. I believe that when this is donc, it is as valid and
cerlain in heaven also, as if Christ, our dear Lord, dealt with us himself.™

Nowy, it’s the task of Christians to first call a sin a sin. The pastor is not called to be
policernan for everybody to call when they see someonc clse sinning. Jesus cuthnes our
procedure in Matthew 18, and which I'm going to reeite for you with a little rhyme:

First you go, then two go. If that leaves you in the lurch, take it to the church,

Sa when you tell someone that they’ve sinned, and they repent, you've wen them over. Butif
they refuse to repent, take someone along and try again. Then, after all ol'that, il ihey still
refuse to repent, then bring the case to the church. Buot to begin with, it isn’t the pastor’s job,
or the conneil’s task, but vour role. “First, you go.”

Now, in the second part of the passage, Paul comments on forgiveness in moere general terms.
Notice the progression of verse 14: If you forgive, then 1 forgive, and if [ forgive, then Christ
forgives. This isn’t becausce we tell the Lord what to do, but he has told us to do this. We forgive
one anather and he promises that we should regard this as if he himself has forgiven, and that
way they will know that they are forgiven by Jesus. Forgiveness trom the church, therefore, and
forgiveness from Chnst, arc onc and the same.

1f we didn't have this assurance from Christ and from the Holy Spivi speaking the will of God
through Paul, then the Devil could work all kinds of nasty mischiet among us. Paul says that

! The Use of the Keys, Secondl
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when we forgive, we all forgive, “so that Satan might not outwit us.” By “outwit,” Paul means
that the Devil wants to get the better of us, 1o cheal us.

In maost places in the world, unbelief, doubt, and fulse teaching are everywhere. People act as if
they are happy, or people make war on one another-- the devil doesn’t care. Ile doesn’t mind
what any of us does, but he wants to snatch away souls from God’s kingdom. So in most of the
world, he has an easy job.

And we might think, why does he work so hard among Christians? Well, 1f he doesn’t’ work
hard to thwart the success of the gospel in onr hearts, the gospel of Jesus Christ will spread
everywhere. And so he needs to kkcep at it, to keep chipping al thig stone, and sowinyg weeds 1n
that ficld, and obscuring our vicw of the cross, and to get people to locus on the wronyg things at
the wrong times.

Do you ever gel fed up with somebody because of what they do? Do you get annoyed, and docs
your annayance or imtahon get the better of vou, and does 1t show up with words, or body
language, or just avoiding that person?

Will you consider, from time to time, whether that irritation is the devil poking you, pushing
your buttons, trying to get the better of you, cheating you of a productive, blessed, Christian
friendship cr association or family? And would the simple act of telling someone, “This thing
you do bothers me,” would that be teo much to ask of you?

[f it’s a sin, then it must be pointed out. But 11t 1sn°Ca gin, then 15 il something that the two of
you can lalk aboul? Ts there, perchance, something about vou that bothers other people, but
nobody has been brave enough to say anything to vou about it?

What 1f that thing 15 a sm? A sin that vou've been blind to? Shouldn’t we pray, that if we have a
sinful habit, someone, semeone, oh, seieone will please tell me, se that 1 recogaize it, consider
the wrath of Grod ever that sin in my life, which has been smeldering for who knews how long,
and which now at last, knowing it, being shown this unholy thing in my specch, in my actions or
reaclions, m my habits? I can take it to the cross of Christ and lay it down therc.

¥ ou, O my Lord Jesus, died to pay for this sin that I didn’t even notice. But now a fricnd has
showed e, so that the devil wen’t get the better of us. Lord God Holy Father, forgive me for
Jesus’ sake, and not because I'm good, because I’m not, but because he is pood, perfect, holy,
and smless.

Forgiveness from Chefst ar the Church fs One and the Same 2 Corinthigns2:6-11 | 3



You are forgiven by the sinlcss Son of God. Whoever speaks that forgiveness to you — you are
forgiven. Beeause forgiveness spoken from the Church or frem Christ are one and the
same. Amen.
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