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Delight in the Fear of the LORD. 

 
 I may have mentioned before that I’m a “go-along-er.”  Some people are detail-oriented planners.  I am 
a go-along-er.  Someone else plan it, and let me know where I should be five minutes late to, and I’ll be there.  
One time in college my sister Cindy was studying abroad and helping with a mission on an island in the 
Caribbean.  Her boyfriend and I went to visit her for Spring break, I, an unwitting chaperone.  She promised we 
would do fun stuff.  I thought beach.  She thought a three-day hike climbing the highest point in the islands.  
She planned it out.  I went along.  And with each peak we slugged up through trees, vines, and humidity, 
carrying water and supplies, I thought, “we’ve made it!”  We hadn’t.  Up the hillside, back down through the 
mud, up and down, up and down.  Finally, we made it, and the view was beautiful, worth the struggle.   
 As God’s people, we are in a sense, “go-along-ers” as we walk this path together following Christ, not 
quite in control as we might like to be.  Sometimes there are “up” moments.  The Lord is blessing us, our 
family, our church family and life is good, and then there are the downs, the valleys where things aren’t so 
easy and it doesn’t feel like blessing, where the mud slows us down and sucks down even our shoe so that we 
have to go pick it out of the mud and put it back on and keep going.   
 Where are the low spots in your life where you feel stuck in the mud?  Are you struggling in some sin 
and fighting for a way out, for relief, or struggling because of someone else’s sin?  Are you down about work, 
co-workers, boss, employee, classmates or are you out of work?  Did you not make the team, or got injured?  
Were you hurt by someone close to you, or did you do the hurting?  Sometimes we struggle just because it is a 
sinful world, and we struggle along with other sinners.  Martin Luther said each day is a day of repentance – 
turning away from sin and our sinful selves to God for his mercy.  How have we done with his good 
commands? Have we loved God first in our lives?  Have we used his name in prayer and not in frustration?  
Have we taken time to worship with our whole heart?  Have we honored those in authority?  Have we taken 
care of our bodies and those of others around us?  Have we honored God’s gift of marriage and chastity and 
turned away from this world’s lust-filled temptations?  Have we stolen in person or online?  Have we spoken 
well of others, or run them down?  Have we been content with what God has given or have we coveted and 
been jealous?  The lows can be low, stuck in the mud.  We need forgiveness and help!   
 God’s people were up and down, up and down.  In the land of promise they were on good land 
surrounded by other nations and trade routes.  There was a lot going on.  When the kings and people trusted 
in the Lord it went well for them even though threatened by other nations.  When the people turned to 
idolatry, God was patient, but also just and disciplined his people.  Assyria overtook Israel in the North and 
would come knocking on Judah’s door.  God would deliver them from the Assyrians in a marvelous way, but 
the ups and downs wouldn’t end.  They never do this side of eternity.  The prophet Isaiah delivered a message 
from God that gave them in their day and us in ours hope, joy and peace.  The coming Messiah would Delight 
in the Fear of the LORD and give us the gift to do the same. 

“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.  The Spirit of the 
LORD will rest on him – the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of 
the knowledge and fear of the LORD – and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.  He will not judge by what he 
sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.  He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.  Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash 
around his waist.  The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion 
and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.  The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie 
down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.  The infant will play near the cobra’s den, the young child 
will put its hand into the viper’s nest.  They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth 
will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  In that day the Root of Jesse will 



stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious” (Isaiah 
11:1-10).   

When Jerusalem lay in ruins and the people in captivity in Babylon, all they had were these precious 
promises from the LORD, that though they had been unfaithful, God would be faithful to his promises.  
Though the Davidic line of kings was sawed down to a stump for the idolatry, a shoot would come up from the 
roots, a branch would grow and bear fruit.  This prophecy was fulfilled in Jesus.   

Isaiah described how he would live and rule, and he still does today.  The Holy Spirit came upon him.  
Remember Jesus’ baptism.  Where there is confusion or uncertainty, he has wisdom and understanding of 
everything, everyone and every situation – even the situation you are in right now with all that you have going 
on.  Where we don’t know which way to go, or what decision to make – what will be a blessing and what will 
bring difficulty, he has the counsel to show us which way to go, his glorious Word.  And he has the might to 
carry it out, to strengthen us in our frail sinful weakness to fight the battles against sin and self to serve him.  
Where we doubt and falter in our walk with the LORD, he knows his Father’s will and delights in the fear of 
the LORD.  He stands in awe of all God has done and all his works, all his faithfulness, and he has complete 
trust in him.  Jesus walked the ups and downs of this life without complaint, and he brought along sinful 
disciples to instruct along the way, many people who followed him, and he did it without sin or anything to be 
ashamed of.   

When his Father’s will led him to a garden to be betrayed, and we all know it was because of a garden 
centuries before where man first broke God’s command and the perfect relationship they enjoyed with God 
and for our sins, Jesus submitted to his Father’s will to be the sacrifice to bring us back to God, to bring peace 
and joy in the forgiveness he won for us that next day on the cross of Calvary.  This is the shoot who bears 
fruit, fruit that lasts, fruit that saves, fruit that turns sinners into saints, and enemies into beloved children of 
God.  He rose from the dead, ascended, and rules – the unbreakable branch forever fruitful.   

His rule over us is perfect even now.  Righteousness and faithfulness are not just catch words or pious 
phrases, they are how he treats us, and what he provides for us the Gospel.  While we will fully realize this in 
the glorious heaven he has earned for us and prepared for us, we can have this peace even now.  Enemies 
become brothers and sisters in Christ.  Fear is driven out as we put our trust in our Savior God and in his rule 
over us.  Even though we face mountains and valleys and the hard climbs up and the difficult descents to the 
muck and mire, we know we will reach the summit where we will experience his love and forgiveness fully 
face to face.  His reign is perfect.  

The peace he gives is perfect.  Isaiah pictures it with animals who would normally prey upon the other, 
but here have peace.  “The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the 
lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.”  Perfect harmony awaits, but even in our 
hearts now we get a taste as the Holy Spirit brings more and more to this amazing knowledge and trust in the 
forgiveness and life we have in Jesus Christ.  Only the Gospel accomplishes this.   

“In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and 
his resting place will be glorious.”  You envision the scene in Revelation 7 of many people from many nations 
gathered around the throne of God and the Lamb praising him for his victory and his glorious reign for all of 
us.  You also see it in the Greeks we heard about this past week who came to Philip and said, “Sir, we would 
like to see Jesus” (John 12:21).  We’ll hear about the wise men from the east who came to worship the babe 
born in Bethlehem (Matthew 2).  We’ll look around this room and realize we are a far cry from Palestine and 
see how God daily fulfills this as we rally to this banner of Christ crucified and risen.  

Yes, brothers and sisters mired down in the muck of sin and difficulty sometimes our own fault, 
sometimes from others, brothers and sisters mid climb, or enjoying one of the tops of the foothills, keep 
going.  Keep walking with your Savior on the path he leads.  He will keep his promises.  He always does.  
Delight in the fear of the LORD.  Stand in awe of his grace and mercy to us.  Submit to his will given to us in his 
Word.  Turn away from sin.  Live for him in the forgiveness he’s one for you.  You experience his goodness in 
part here and now even though stained by sin.  We’ll experience it fully at the summit.  It is worth the struggle.  
Delight in the Fear of the LORD.  Amen.   


