
Sermon on Revelation 19:11-16 for Ascension Weekend 5.22.22 
St. Paul’s Lutheran – New Ulm, MN – Pastor N. Scharf 

 
Life is looking up.  It is such an exciting time of year as Winter gives way to Spring and Summer.  

Farmers are planting.  There is such potential in the seed and soil.  The school year finishes and people are 
excited to move grade levels, to the next school, to finish their formal schooling, and enter the workforce.  
Graduation parties bring families and friends together, and there is an excitement and endless potential.  Life 
is looking up.   

But we are not ignorant that new challenges come to replace old ones.  New evidences become 
apparent that we live in a sinful world with struggles, difficulty, and strife without/within.  But for the Christian 
we don’t have to dwell in doom and gloom.  Life is looking up.  Literally, your life is found in looking up.  Jesus’ 
Ascension reminds us that for the Christian  
 

Life is Looking Up. Jesus lives.  Jesus reigns.  Jesus will return. 
 

The author of Revelation, the apostle John, was exiled on the island of Patmos for the faith, separated 
from the beloved members of the congregations he served.  Jesus gave John this vision to show that even 
though exiled, John was free, he was safe, and so are we. Life is Looking Up.  Jesus lives.   

“I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and 
True.  With justice he judges and wages war.  His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns.  
He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself.  He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and 
his name is the Word of God.  The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in 
fine linen, white and clean.  Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations.  
“He will rule them with an iron scepter.”  He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.  On 
his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:  KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS” (Revelation 19:11-
16).   

Coming out of the Pandemic shutdown and difficulties that followed, there was great hope that things 
would be so much better, and we’d get “back to normal” (whatever that is).  Then you heard the phrase that 
this is Twenty-twenty-too, like a repeat of 2020.  We still live in a sinful world with all the struggle and 
hardship.  Nations struggle.  Relationships struggle.  Children struggle.  Businesses struggle.  You struggle.  I 
struggle. But John looked up, and what he saw gives peace, relief, and confidence as we bear up under our 
struggles.  Heaven was opened for him to see Jesus.  Jesus lives.  He rides a white horse.  No longer the donkey 
of his humble and gentle ride into Jerusalem as he submitted to suffer at the hands of the Jews and the 
Roman leaders to bear the weight of our sin on a cross and suffer for the sins of the world to win our 
forgiveness and freedom.  Now he is the conqueror.  He is called, “Faithful and True.”  When we struggle as 
Christians, when we take heat and are persecuted or considered simple-minded, or fools by others who deny 
Christ and His Word, when we stand on God’s Word while others cut words and chapters out of the Bible, 
when we forgive, love, give, and sacrifice for others and share this Word with others, and the world scratches 
its head, know that it is not in vain.  Jesus is faithful and true and he is poised to return to share this victory 
with you. His promises stand no matter your feeling or struggle.  Jesus lives.  He rose and ascended into 
heaven just like he promised.   

Jesus reigns.  “With justice he judges and wages war.  His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are 
many crowns.”  The world is not spinning out of control though all the evidences of sin and shamefulness we 
read about, hear about, watch on the news might make us think that.  Jesus reigns.  He is fair and just.  As 
Christians the things we suffer and see others suffer in this life call us to repent daily and look to Christ for 
forgiveness and the peace that surpasses understanding.  Like a parent with their children, this is discipline for 
us, and he sets a limit.  But for the unbeliever who does not know or honor God, the judgment is fair and right 
that God allots on the last day.  A doctor who could heal every disease and sickness calls and reaches out, but 
it is not his fault if people refuse him.  It is theirs.  Jesus knows all things.  His eyes are like blazing fire.  He 



knows every word, deed, and action, and he knows all that you go through.  Look to him.  He wears many 
crowns.  Though armies align against him and you, Jesus is just and will repay.  Rulers who trust him gladly lay 
their crowns at his feet (Rv.4:10).   

“He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself.  He is dressed in a robe dipped in 
blood, and his name is the Word of God.”  He does not reveal everything, things too wonderful for us to handle 
here and now.  So also, sometimes it seems like God is against us – especially when we suffer internally, 
externally – our spirit seems to be falling apart, or our body seems to be failing, but Jesus knows.  Jesus lives.  
Jesus reigns.  He does so for you.  Look at him!  Trust him.  He sees you.   

Yet we doubt his love and his faithfulness so often.  Anxious and worrisome thoughts find a welcome 
place in our hearts and seem to intrude and take over whenever they want.  We know what God’s Word says, 
but we fail to apply the promises to ourselves and trust them.  We let our feelings of fear overtake us and rule.  
Sometimes they get us to feel justified in sinning, but, more often than not, I find they get us to feel like God 
can’t forgive me, or maybe God is letting me slip and fall, and this time it won’t work out for my good, or it 
can’t possibly be good for me.  But look at Jesus.  He knows this.  He is your proof.  He is called the Word of 
God.  John recorded in his Gospel that Philip said to Jesus on the night he was betrayed, “Lord, show us the 
Father and that will be enough for us.  Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been 
among you such a long time?  Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”  And to Judas (not Iscariot)’s 
question, Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching.  My Father will love them, and we will 
come to them and make our home with them.”  Jesus is true God.  Jesus’s Word is God’s Word.  The Bible is 
God’s clear message to us.  What did Jesus say on the Road to Emmaus when two disciples were leaving 
Jerusalem and had given up on the dream of Jesus being the Messiah, “Hey guys it’s me!”?  No, he walked 
them through the Word of God, “beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was 
said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.”  When they saw and understood it from Scripture, he revealed 
himself.  Trust God’s Word about sin – that you are a sinner in complete despairing need of a Savior.  Trust 
God’s Word about you – that you are forgiven fully and freely by a complete, victorious Savior who lived, 
suffered, and died on a cross in your place, and rose for you, ascended and he rules all for you.  This King has 
set you free.   

“He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood.”  Whether it’s his blood shed on the cross for our forgiveness 
that has sprinkled his robe (Rv.7:14, 1 John 1:7), the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin, or it’s the 
blood of the church’s enemies, the enemies of God, totally defeated by our conquering victor like Isaiah’s 
prophesy, “Who is this coming from Edom, from Bozrah, with his garments stained crimson?  Who is this, 
robed in splendor, striding forward in the greatness of his strength?  It is I, proclaiming victory, mighty to save” 
(Isaiah 63:1).  Both understandings are in line with Scripture.  Both are a comfort.  Your sins are forgiven in 
Jesus’ blood.  Jesus will justly tread his enemies under foot.  Jesus Reigns. 
 Jesus will Return. “The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine 
linen, white and clean.  Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations.  “He 
will rule them with an iron scepter.”  He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.  On his 
robe and on his thigh he has this name written:  KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” 
 Jesus has it all taken care of, doesn’t he?  Jesus, our victorious king gives us the will and the strength to 
continue to struggle and strive in this life, and to find joy and peace in him amidst our battles.  He gives us 
good work to do as we seek to glorify our Savior God in all we do, and to follow his commands, and to trust 
the forgiveness he’s won, and to serve our neighbor, and to make disciples.  And we will do that until our 
Risen and Reigning Savior Returns.  How glorious it will be!  Look up and you will see Life is Looking Up!   In a 
moment he will conquer all those who oppose him and his children.  In a moment his justice will be served, 
and it will be just, and you will be rescued once and for all.  We will see with our eyes what he has told us in 
his Word, he is KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.  And the best part about it is that that means we are his, 
now and forever.  Life is looking up, dear Christian.  Jesus lives.  Jesus reigns.  Jesus will return.  Come Lord 
Jesus, quickly come.  Blessed Ascension Day.  Amen.   

 


