
4th Sunday after Epiphany – February 1-2-3, 2025
Preacher:  Pastor Scott Oelhafen

Sermon Theme:  How Will We Use God’s Word?
1.  Start Early 2. Get Back on the Right Track 3. Use It Persistently

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced 
of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from 
infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that 
the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  In the 
presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and 
in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the 
word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 
encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come 
when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own 
desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their 
itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn 
aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do 
the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry (2 Timothy 
3:14-4:5).

Dear Christian Friends, 

I think we’ve all seen a Swiss Army Knife.  You might even have one in your pocket.  Of 
course, a Swiss Army Knife has the iconic red plating and it’s multi-purpose.  In other 
words, it’s a knife.  But, with all the attachments, it’s so much more.  Need to cut a 
package open?  No problem.  Have to tighten a screw? Easy-peasy with the attached 
screwdriver. Got a sliver? Whip out the tweezer & problem solved.

My goal is not to get you to go home, log on to Amazon and buy this cool tool.  Instead, 
I want each of us here to realize that we have access to an even better multi-purpose 
tool that’s one-of-a-kind, in front of you right now, and is even more useful.  Use this 
spiritual tool faithfully to keep a level head, not to get too high with arrogance or too low 
in despair.  Use it to guide all your decisions, both major and minor.  Tighten up your 
relationships as family, friends, and co-workers by referring to it often and make sure 
you make use of it to cut out anything that doesn’t help your eternal soul.  By now, I 
hope you know the tool I’m referring to God’s Word, the Holy Bible.

St. Paul, the writer of our sermon reading, makes that exact point to young pastor 
Timothy.  His message was simple.  God’s Word will serve us well in any situation as a 
map to heaven and a guide for life.  It’s a multi-purpose tool that will properly prepare us 
to deal with the multi-faceted challenges of life, death, and eternity as long as we 
remember to carry God’s truths with us and apply them.  So let’s take a closer look at 
the words of our sermon reading in 2 Timothy, chapter 3&4 and ask the question:  How 
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Will We Use God’s Word?  St. Paul’s teaches us to use it early, use it to get back on 
the right track, and finally use it persistently.

I know there are some here listening to this sermon thinking to themselves, “I’ve got the 
Bible mastered.  After all, I passed my catechism examination  and my confirmation or 
just maybe I completed the Bible Information Class.  I know things.”  I’m sure you do.  
But, let’s take a little test and you can use the sermon card in your bulletin.  Where in 
the Bible do you read God’s plan for sex?  That’s right:  1 Corinthians, chapter 6.  
Where do you read in God’s timeless plan for government and how Democrats, 
Republicans, and Independents are to behave?  You got it:  Romans, chapter 13.  
Where do you read about how God wants us to use our money?  Anyone?  That’s 
correct:  2 Corinthians, chapters 8-9.  And above all, look to John chapter 3 and chapter 
14 to learn that God loved our world, He loved every single sinner to give us the only 
Savior from sin.  Believe in God’s son Jesus Christ who died on the cross and rose 
again as the way, and the truth, and the life and you will have heaven waiting for you, 
guaranteed.  When it comes to knowing your Bible, the old saying applies:  “Life is not 
one big final exam, but a series of pop quizzes.”

So how did Timothy use God’s Word?  Timothy’s training in the Bible began early in his 
life:  from infancy.  Paul says so in our sermon reading:  continue in what you have 
learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you 
learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  Earlier in this 
letter, Paul also tells us that Timothy first learned about his Savior Jesus from his 
grandmother Lois and mother Eunice.  Why was that worth mentioning?  He’s telling 
parents and grandparents of all ages and all time, nothing else we do for our children 
and grandchildren will help them more than passing on our Christian faith to them – the 
time we read the Bible to them and take them to hear God’s Word.  No scholastic 
achievement, no sports league, no life skill or farm award will get them into heaven.  In 
other words, when it comes to using God’s Word, start early, as little ones who come up 
for the children’s sermon here at St. Paul’s or talk about Jesus and the sermon 
message on during your  week.  Paul pleads with us:  start early.

Speaking of early, I have a friend whose 10-year-old son wanted a Swiss Army Knife for 
Christmas.  And finally, he got one.  He could hardly believe his eyes.  Of course he 
wanted to open every single attachment.  It had only been out of the packaging for a 
few minutes, when it slipped, slicing his hand deep.  Blood everywhere.  Turns out 
pocket knives are extremely sharp.

So is the Law of God’s Holy Word.  When we apply God’s Law to ourselves, it cuts like 
a knife and exposes all our secret and selfish sins.  It reveals our hidden hypocrisies.  
Yeah, that hurts and that stings.  No one likes to be called out for our sins – me either.  
But, like a scalpel in the hands of a gifted surgeon, God’s Law cuts us when it’s applied  
in order to properly cure us with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  God’s Gospel of Jesus 
Christ died for our sins removes what’s actually hurtful and harmful to us, what really 
damages us and ultimately damns.  Oh, the power of the Word.  Nothing else is quite 
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like it.  So let’s use God’s Word when it’s both easy and hard to apply regularly it our 
own hearts.

Do you realize that each of us can hurt ourselves if we’re not careful?  St. Paul’s warns 
us that each of us has the scary ability to be our own worst enemy.  Let me give you just 
one example.  During COVID former Great Britain Prime Minister Boris Johnson joined 
world leaders to give orders for a total lockdown.  All gatherings were forbidden.  He 
even wrote a very kind note to one of his citizens, a young girl for cancelling her 
birthday party to comply with the rules.  Impressive, right?  But, apparently, the rules 
were meant for others, not for him.  For Boris’ birthday party, during lockdown, photos 
were taken of 30 people singing Happy Birthday to him at his party.  Whoops.  If there’s 
one thing we can’t stand is a hypocrite and we don’t like double standards.

But, wait a minute!  Don’t WE do that with God’s Law?  Don’t we often make exceptions 
for ourselves.  Here’s how that usually works.  “Sure, I know what God’s Word says 
about being truthful, but it’s just a little white lie.  I get it God’s Word tells me to be pure 
about God’s gift of sex, but we really love each other.  I know what God says about 
paying my taxes, but everybody fudges the numbers – what’s the big deal?”  How will 
we use God’s Word?  St. Paul says, use it to teach, correct, and rebuke.  Every week, 
when we come to church, if we listen, really listen, we can hear our Heavenly Father’s 
loving voice calling us to repent of our sins, getting us back on track with His 
forgiveness in Jesus Christ.

There was this high school teacher who loved to talk about “Nature’s Perfect Food” 
because it “had all the food groups”.  He was talking, of course, about pizza.  No, 
obviously, he wasn’t a health teacher.  My point is that God’s Word is the perfect food 
for our soul.  It’s spiritually dense filled with the Holy Spirit for our soul’s nourishment. 
God’s Word gives us more faith (Romans 10:17). St. Paul says:  All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.  

I have a confession to make:  I only came for the donuts.  Growing up in Flint, Michigan, 
we didn’t have these fancy Wednesday meals for Advent and Lent like we do here at St. 
Paul’s.  But, we did have Dawn donuts, fresh from the oven.  Truth be told, as a kid, I 
only came to those special services for those donuts.  These donuts were served after 
services in the Fellowship Hall where our Bible study was held.  My attitude had always 
been that way as a pastor’s kid and a pastor-in-training, I knew plenty of Bible 
passages.  I was the kid you’d want on your team for Bible trivia.  But, I finally went to 
the adult Bible study in that Fellowship Hall and studied the Bible together, with 
seasoned Christians who had a lot of life experience.  They taught me Bible insights 
that really opened my eyes that grew my faith with my limited  life experience.  Really, it 
helped me park my pride and taught me this:  I was no longer a Mr.-Know-it-all, but a 
novice who had much to learn.  And even as a pastor, I’m still learning every time I open 
my Bible.
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Back in the 1960s, a new pastor was visiting making a home visit on a young family of 
his church and they wanted to make a good impression.  So the mother told her 5-year 
old little girl as they sat in the kitchen, “honey, go into the living room and bring back that 
book our families loves so much.”  The little girl came back holding the Sears’ Christmas 
Catalog.  Of course, this was BEFORE the days of online shopping.  My point is this.  
Our kids and grandkids are watching us, closer than we think.  What do they see us 
looking at when life gets us down?  Do we only look for help on a screen or here on 
earth?  Let’s not look for a deal on a new pocket knife.  Together, let’s dig deeper into 
God’s Word and we’ll find what our souls are craving.  All the acceptance, love, and 
forgiveness of a God that’s so crazy about us that He sent His Son for us, adopted us 
into his family, forgives us freely and fully, and has a place prepared for us in heaven 
forever.  How Will We Use God’s Word?  Start early.  Get back on the right track.  
Then use it persistently.  If you do, you and yours will be blessed.  Amen.


