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Third Sunday in Lent, March 22-24, 2025

! Brothers, I do not want you to disregard the fact that our forefathers were all under the
cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into Moses in the
cloud and in the sca. > They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and they all drank the same
spiritual drink, for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them. And that
rock was Christ. > Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; they were struck
down in the desert. ° Now these things happened as examples not to covet evil things as they
coveted. " Do not become idolaters, as some of them werc; as it is written: “The pcople sat
down to eat and drink and rose up to dance.” & We should not commit sexual immorality,
as some of them did—-and in one day twenty-three thousand of them fell.

% We should not test Christ, as some of them did-- and were killed by snakes. '* And do
not grumble, as some of them grumbled-- and were killed by the destroyer.

11 A1l these things that were happening to them happened as cxamples, and they were
written down to warn us, to whom the end of the ages has come. 12 g9 the one who stands
should be careful that he doesn’t fall! 13 A testing has not overtaken you yet except what is
common to man. But God is faithful. He will not let you be tested beyond your ability. But

when he tests you, along with the test he will give you an onfcome that you will be able to

bear.

477 Yes and no. We have to say yes because once a person

Does “saved” means “always save
ever change. But the reason that “no” can

dies and is called home to heaven, that can never,
is that the Bible makes it clear— here and elsewhere-- that a person with saving

faith today can fall from that faith tomorrow. The terrible tragedy of sin is that people who
know that Jesus is their Savior have the capability, the choice, to reject their Savior. Paul
warns the Corinthians with four famous lessons from the account of the Exodus.

be an answer

Paul applies Christian language to the life of those Old Testament believers. Are you

baptized? They were baptized too-- 1n a manner of speaking. Not into Christ as we are, but
into Moses. They ate and drank a kind of sacrament or at a spiritual food as we do in the
Lord’s Supper-- since the blessing of receiving water where there was no water was a drink

from a rock that was actualtly a drink from Christ.

Even though they had faith in God, faith that saved many, some of them turned on Moses

and turned away from God and they died. Their bodies (notice how graphic Paul gets to
make his point) their bodies lay scattered all over the desert.
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Now, Paul calis these things examples, then warnings, and then tests. Examples we
understand. The wise person learns from the examples of the past. “Those who cannot
remember the past are condemned to repeat it And so the lessons of Bible history, and
Church history, and cven world history, are there at least partly to help us avoid other
people’s mistakes. Then there are the warnings from the prophets, such as Moses, which are
given to us all through the Scriptures. These things, {ike the four examples Paul gives, show
us God’s wrath over sin. The Golden Calf was nothing bat idolatry. The adultery that the
Tsraelites committed when they were tempted to worship the Baal of Peor was the same
thing. Then there was the grumbling that led to the Bronze Snake incident, and finally

Korah'’s rebellion, which led to the deaths of many Levites as well as other Israclites.

God is warning us that those people once had faith, saving faith. And they so casily lost it!
They had only just been rescued from Pharaoh by the miracle of the Ten Plagues, by the
miracle of the parting of the Red Sea, by the miracle of the water-giving rock in the desert,
and many other miracles. But some of them still turned away from God. And they were

totally lost-- not just killed, but condemned.

This was because they lost their confidence in God. In fact, they threw it away. There was a
kind of arrogance that must have infected them like a disease, an arrogance that said, “If God
loves me so much, then [ must be so very lovcable.” And alse, “If God forgives my sin, then
it must be okay for me to sin.” When somebody starts down that road, that way of thinking,

then they arc in grave danger of being lost.

This is why God warns. This is why God tests. He sent these disasters into Israel to keep
e same. And these cxamples

them from coveting evil things, and to keep us from doing th
also help us to keep the right perspective when we think about sin. Are there little sins in

God’s eyes?
the pickpocket? The arsonist who sets fire to property or the

While different punishments are
ay from God. And to walk in a sin,

Who is worse, the murderer of
gossip who sets fire to reputations? They’re all sinners.
given for different crimes, gin ig sin. To sin 1s to tum aw
to live in a sin, is to reject God and join with what is unholy.

How can the people of Ged mix together with what is upholy? We can’t be sexually immoral
and be faithfil to God. I’ve learned to be quite blatant with our catechism students: No
marriage, no sex. It you’re not married to ‘em, don’t have sex with ‘em. it isn’t a case of
“I’m hoping” or “We’re planning,” but “We're either married or we’re not.”

: George Santayana, 1905.
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And Paul goes from these sins to grumbling and complaining. We can’t test the Lord and at

ithful to him. Paut has gone from one crass, outrageous sin, idolatry, and

the same time be fa
top grumbling!

in order to create a list of sins that zcroes in on the point he wants to make: S

But more than that, we must not become somehow proud of the trials and tests and even the
iemptations we have had in life. The Corinthians had not been tempted by anything that
wasn’t “commen to everyone.” Whatever it is that you or I go through that is discipline or &
test, is something that has happened to a lot of other people. And other people, other ordinary

people, have come through those tests.

Now, testing or disciplinc are not the same as punishment. Punishment always refers in the
Bible to unrepentant and therefore unforgiven sins. Discipline on the other hand is God’s

Fatherly grace toward us. “God is dealing with you as with sons.”

And when he does test us, there will be an outcome, a final result, that we can bear. In fact,

when we are tested, we can remember these things (and if you'rc taking notes, these are
already printed out on your sermon card): (1) God is faithful. He won'’t suddenly turn on

you or change what he does or cxpects from you. (2) God will not let you be tested beyond

vour ability. You will be able to stand it, and he will be with you to help you. And (3) God
om experience and from

will give you an outcome you will be able to bear. We know fr
Scripture that God wilt not necessarily give us a way out of any test, but whatever the

outcome, God will help us to bear up under it.

So there arc two things to consider: FIRST, my sins, grumbling, gossiping, wondering
whether God was in charge or not-- these sins are serious, but they were taken to the cross
and were laid on Jesus’ account, and be paid the penalty for thern. My faith in Jesus means
that my sins are forgiven in Jesus. I can let go of my shame and my guilt, and live under

his forgiveness.

SECOND: Let me suffer under the corrections and crosses of this lifetime and know that
in a prison like Joseph in Egypt and be the best believer I can

Christ is with me. Let me sit
with my fect in the stocks like Paul and Silas, praying and

while I am a prisoner. Let me sit
singing hymns because other prisoners and guards will be listening.

We have sins to confass, the Gospel to hear, the promises of God to share, and the
Commandments to show God’s will. Let us meditate on these things, are serve him with joy.

And the peace of God that transcends our understanding guards our hearts and minds in

Christ Jesus. Amen.
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