] SAMUEL 17:45-50

First Sunday in Lent (fnvocavit), March 8-10, 2025 Smith

Christ the Deatli of Death, Our Foe

45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin,
but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel,
whom you have defied. * This day the LORD will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike
you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine
army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God
in Israel. 7 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the
LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.”

48 A ¢ the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the baitle line
to meet him. *° Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he shing it and struck the
Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehcad, and he fell facedown on the
ground. * So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword
in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him.

Depending on who your childhood pastor was, or who your teacher was, or how snobby you
truly are, you might pronounce “Philistine” in different ways. My 1982 Webster’s New
World Dictionary says that there are three pronunciations, and while 1 will usually say “Phil-
1S-tine,” it’s okay to say PHIListeen or PHIListINE. It’s not something to iosc friends over.

In his 1984 Doctoral Thesis, John Brug of demonstrates that the Philistines were a mixed
race, an ancient Canaanite culture which absorbed a Greek or really Mycenaean infusion
which had long-term results.* An ancient group of Amiorite giants did indeed live on the
southwestern coast of Canaan-- including the region today known as Gaza. At some point,
they absorbed some of the more typically-sized peoples, perhaps some who were Canaanites,
and others who were Myccnaean Greeks, in the days from Abraham to the Judges. This 1s
shown archacologically in changes in their pottery and some of their architecture, but also in
the text of the Bible. By the time of King Saul (1050 BC), there were apparently very few of
the race of giants who were left. They were more often champions and individuals m the
armies of the Five Cities of Philistia; the rest of the nation was made up of the more
typically-sized Greek or Canaanite-descended men and women.

Tt must have been a spectacle to see one of these really tall guys. All of them were over seven
feet tall. Some were above eight feet. Goliath and his brother Lahmi seem to have been even
taller. Now, Goliath had broken the first and second commandments in particular, by denying
the supremacy of God, as Jesus describes him, “The Only True God” (John 17:3). And this
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giant also despised the name of God by cursing David in the names of his pagan Philistine
gods, which our Lord forbids as blasphemy (Matt 5).

But while we’re talking about sin, it’s a good time to remember somcthing about war. In
Catechism class we talk about war, and self-defense, and capital punishment in the Fifth
Commandment, but they seem to be more like exceptions to the Fitth Commandment, it
would probably be better to talk about them where they really belong, which is under the
Fourth Commandment and obedience to the government and to the treaties of one’s nation.

In King Saul’s day, there was a serious threat to the nation, to Israel’s safety here in the
Valley of Elah. This valley was just over the mountains, about five miles from David’s home
in Bethlehem. That’s the same as the walk from here out to MVL, and the threat to the
peopie of the nearest three tribes-- Judah, Benjamin, and Ephraim-- was real and immediate.

David was in his middle teens. You had to be twenty to be in the army under the Law of
Moses, and David was the youngest brother with only three brothers in the army. Therefore
we put him at about fifteen or sixteen when this happened.

He got to the front lines in time to hear onc of Goliath’s regular rants and taunts. Israel’s God
was blasphemed, and for David, that was enough. After some time spent on figuring out if he
should wear some armor, David concluded that it would just be easier if he wore his regular
clothes and only took what he had when he tended his sheep, which was a statf or walking
stick, and his sling. He had defended his flock against at lcast one lion, and also against a
bear, and how diffcrent would this pagan be? If anything, he was only a bigger target to
shoot at.

Like his Psalms, David’s words to Goliath can be examined and appreciated poetically. Just
focusing on the way this teenager uses the name of God-- which, remember, is the core of
Goliath’s sin-- we hear the center point is this : “There is a God in Israel.” This is what this
man denied. Just before and just after this, David proclaims: “The Lord saves—- but not
with weapons. He will do it by handing you over to little old me.” And before that, and
after that, moving to beginning and ending his speech, David also assures everyonc listening:
“The Lord is the God of the Armies of Israel, and The battle belongs to the Lord.” God
is. God saves. God is the one who fights.

The baitle was quick. The giant moved forward, David ran forward even more quickly, and
David slung a single stone at the head of the giant who stood at the head of the encmy army.
And then it was all over. Goliath was dead, and the Philistines fled, and we are left with a
difficult task that the world has made even harder: How do we apply this text to our lives?
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The world wants us to think that it’s all about the little guy being able to stand up to the big
guy. That is the stupidest most ungodly application of this text. It removes God and makes
the speaker guilty of the same sin as Goliath.

The Battle of the Valley of Elah, this quick fight between David and Goliath, kicks over the
trash can of our hidden sins and scatters all of the differcut versions of idolatry all over the
floor. Whenever we decide that we can’t just trust in God above all things it’s is a kind of
idolatry. We don’t need to do a study of the Philistine fish-god Dagon, 2 Merman or male
Mermaid with a crown and a harpoon. We just need to confess to our hotror that we have not
always cxpected God to give good things to us, to guide us in the right path. We like to lift
up our opinions above God’s word. We like to lift up traditions above the simple and honest
doctrines of the Epistles and the Gospels.

And there is the danger ol tocusing on power or money above God. If somebody has enough,
they may be tempted to feel secure, happy, fearless, as they’re in paradisc-- but then they
worry about getting more. But on the other hand if they have nothing, they might doubt or
despair, as if they’ve never even heard of God.

But think about the gifts God gives, the victories he wins in our place. Saul’s army may have
looked up at Goliath, up and up and up at Goliath, and thought, “There’s no bigger enemy,”
but the biggest and most frightening enemy we facc is death. Death is the ultimate
consequence of sin. But Christ has overcome all of the enemies, all of the consequences and
results of sin. The power of the devil? Boom. Right between the eyes. The power of the Old
Adam? Boom. Right between the eyes. The power of death and the grave? Boom. Right
between the eyes. Even death has no power over us.

Qince Christ is the Death even of Death our foe, what is there that he cannot do for us, or in
our lives? What trouble do you face that gives you pause, that makes you wonder, “Where
does my help come from?” Remember how David answered: *“My help comes from the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.”

And on top of it all, he has even forgiven our sins of doubt, our sins of questioning and
wondering and all of those little scraps of idolatry that litter our lives like a kicked over trash
can. All of it is covered and forgiven by Jesus.

Live with joy in Jesus. Today’s troubles are no bigger than any of David’s, But the Lord is
with us. Christ is the victor. And the peace...
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