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Festival of the Ascension — May 24/25, 2025
Preacher: Pastor Scott Oelhafen
Sermon Theme: Look Up and See Jesus
1. He went ahead for us 2. He calls us to witness
Sermon Text: Acts 1: 8-11
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” ° After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud
hid him from their sight. 1° They were looking intently up into the sky as he was
going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. "' “Men of
Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way
you have seen him go into heaven.”

Dear Christian friends of our ascended LORD Jesus,

@the year 1902, when the world was a little less sophisticated than it is today, teen
boys living in the big city of Chicago, liked to play tricks on visitors coming in from the
country. Seeing the city for the very first time, these visitors were of course wide-eyed
at all the big city sites — the mechanical bridges, the soaring skyscrapers, the busy city
streets. So when there was a group of these visitors, identified by their general look of
confusion, these cosmopolitan teens would strike with dastardly shenanigans. They
would gather together, suddenly stop in front of them, and tilt their heads upward at one
of the skyscrapers. Well, not wanting to miss anything, the visitors would also stop
talking, tilt their heads, and stare up into the sky.

Of course, these visitors didn’t know what they were looking at, and they certainly
weren’t going to embarrass themselves by asking. Can’t you just see them? Everyone
just stood there, looking up at nothing in particular. Sometimes, these Chicago teens
would take the joke farther, by giving a verbal “OOOOOOHHH” and then an extra
“‘“AHHHH” as they looked up. It wasn’t long before these guests were OOOHHING and
AAHHHING together. The spell was only broken when some brave (or naive) soul
would throw caution to the wind and ask: “What are we looking at?” What a waste of
time!

Forty days after Easter, on the very day Jesus Christ ascended to heaven at God’s right
hand as the KING of kings and LORD of lords, the 11 disciples must have felt a lot like
those Chicago tourists. There they stood, with their heads tilted back looking up into the
sky, staring at, staring at — well, ’'m not sure they knew exactly what they were staring
at. But, they knew that with Jesus, life was always interesting, and NEVER a waste of
time. Before we review the events of that first Ascension Day, let’s turn back the clock
three years. During Jesus’ three year public ministry, the disciples had front row seats
that must've boggled their brains. They saw things that we would LOVE to see. Jesus
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was getting them ready for the future. So let’s join them and not just look down here (on
earth). Instead, let’s look up to the sky and see Jesus. For as we take a closer look at
the words of Acts, chapter 1, we’ll conclude Jesus went ahead to heaven for us, and it
also means we now witness here for Him.

So what did the disciples see during Jesus’ earthly ministry? Well, they sure were
stumped when Christ challenged them to feed 5000 people. “It can’t be done”. Then
they watched Jesus do what couldn’t be done when he fed this massive crowd by
multiplying a small boy’s lunch (Matthew 14). While others ran from a demon-
possessed man, Jesus didn’t run away . Instead, he ran to the man and
compassionately healed him (Mark 5). While others were weeping at a catastrophic
loss, Jesus interrupted a funeral procession only to tell a grieving mother: “stop crying”
and miraculously brought a young man back from the dead. My point? In real time,
Jesus did what no one else could do and proved his power as God’s Son who had
come to save the world.

The disciples saw all these sights and so much more. But, now fast forward to Holy
Week. Things had taken a turn for the worse. In spite of Jesus’ love, there were those
who hated him and tried to derail his saving mission out of Satanic spite. Now the
disciples really saw something. They saw Jesus betrayed and denied by one of their
own. They saw Jesus condemned by false charges by Jew and Roman alike. And then
they saw the unimaginable and the unthinkable. They saw Jesus’ blood flow from the
cross. They saw him dead and buried in a borrowed tomb. All these events caused
them to look down and only see death and despair. They saw the end of Jesus, the end
of his teachings, miracles, and mission.

But, | actually misspoke. It should’ve been the end of Jesus. But, it wasn’t. These
disciples were witnesses of more. On Easter Sunday, they saw Jesus alive, walking,
talking, and reminding them death didn’t hold him nor would it hold any believer. With
their own eyes, they saw sin paid for in full.

And just when they thought they saw it all, they saw one more thing. They saw Jesus
ascend into heaven. With his mission of saving mankind, mission accomplished, Jesus
lifted off the ground and returned to his home in heaven. Dr. Luke plainly puts it this
way: ? After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid
him from their sight. No wires, no tricks, no shenanigans. Before their very eyes,
Jesus ascended up into the sky, farther than any rocket can travel. Really, he went
ahead to rule at God’s right hand as our King and to prepare our place in heaven. And
sooner than we think, Jesus will come back, not as a humble baby born at Bethlehem,
but as our final Savior and Judge, and every eye will see him. A first grader came home
from Sunday School very excited. When his parents asked him how he liked his class,
his teacher, and his lessons, he replied: ‘I liked it a lot. | just love God. You never
know what he’s going to do next.” The disciples would’ve agree. They would’'ve agreed
to Look Up and See Jesus.



But, let’s consider the alternative for a few moments. Let's say we don’t look up, but
look down. What do we see now? | mean, when | look down, | see only the faults and
failures of myself and others. | see only sin and sorrow. And | see only poor health and
heartaches and the results of living in broken world. My friends, if we allow ourselves to
only look at this life, we end up letting sin and Satan trap us where we are and not
where God wants us to be. Some of you know | used to be a community soccer

coach. | used to coach my daughter’s team for eight seasons. One of the things we
tried to teach the girls is look up when dribbling the soccer ball down the field. They
needed to look up to see the defender who was trying to take the ball away from

them. They needed to look up to see a teammate to pass the ball. And they needed to
look up to concentrate on scoring on goal. The same is true with us. Look up to
heaven and see Jesus. See that His mission to save us from hell is a done deal. See
that we have been totally forgiven so we can forgive others. Look up and see Jesus to
find the strength to turn away from the devil and his evil lies. Look up and see our final
destination and goal of heaven. Don’t ever let the devil trap you here. Yes, Look Up
and See Jesus.

The disciples stood on the Mount of Olives that first Ascension Day and looked up. But,
then, they just stood there, like those Chicago tourists, tilting their heads. Our sermon
reading tells us not for long: 7% They were looking intently up into the sky as he was
going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. "' “Men of
Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way
you have seen him go into heaven.” Really, these disciples were wasting time staring
up in the sky. That was never the plan. It took two men, angels dressed in white to help
them to remember Jesus words: 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” These scaredy-cat disciples were fired up by
the Spirit to witness to the world about Jesus. They told everyone they met about the
Savior and His love. They looked up and saw Jesus going ahead of them, and were
willing to tell others where he went and where he wanted them to be.

My friends, look up and see Jesus. But don’t stop there. When we look up and see
Jesus, then let’s look around us. Let’s look for those closest to us like our family and
friends who are not connected with the true vine who is Christ Jesus. Look for those
who might've gone to St. Paul’s at one time, but became distracted by this world for one
reason or another. Let’s look to Jesus and be his witnesses. What's a withess? A
witness is someone who simply tells what he knows. A witness doesn’t have to make
things up. We’ve experienced God’s love in Christ for ourselves. We’ve been loved by
God so we can love others. We can love others with deeds of kindness and

patience. And we can love others with the truth. We can simply invite someone close
to us like a friend, family member, or coworker, to come back to God’s house at St.
Paul’s to find forgiveness and heaven. That’'s what happens when we look up and see
Jesus.



Imagine planning an extravagant family vacation to Walt Disney World in Orlando,
Florida. You reserve a three bedroom suite at the exclusive Royal Floridian Hotel and
even spring for the all you can eat plan. But, when you’re walking in the airport, your
family stops and starts unpacking at MSP. They think: it must not get any better than
this. This must be all there is to a family vacation. | mean who would do such a thing?

My friends, we can easily act like that family unpacking in an airport if we let ourselves
think that this life is all there is. And in doing so, we will miss out on the glory of heaven.
What are you looking at? Where are your eyes fixed? Don’t look down and waste

time. Instead, look up. It's no trick. Look up and see Jesus. He has ascended to
heaven and He’s coming back. Then, join me as we witness to others and welcome
them here so they might see more than a magic kingdom. Let’s invite them to enjoy the
mansions of heaven. Amen.



