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Confirmation 2025 — May 3-4-5, 2025
Preacher: Pastor Scott Oelhafen
Sermon Theme: We're Christians Under Construction
1. God is the architect 2. God is the financier 3. God is the contractor
Sermon Theme: Psalm 127:1
Unless the LORD builds the house, the builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD
watches over the city, the guards stand watch in vain.

Dear Christian friends,

Spend any amount of time in Minnesota, and you’ll notice a real gift we have that we
often take for granted -- the change in seasons. But, did you know there are actually
three different seasons here in Minnesota: Viking season, winter season, and of
course, the one we’re in now: construction season. Andy doesn’t it seem that our road
system is constantly under construction? Main highways, side streets ... Highway 14.
In our sermon reading for today, we’re going to talk about a more important
construction project that has been going on, that is going on, and will continue until
Christ comes again. What kind of construction project? I'm not referring to DOT
workers in safety colors working on New Ulm roads. [I'm talking about spiritual
construction projects. If we listen, really listen to God’s Word in Psalm 127, we'll
understand that Spiritual construction is indeed taking place. It's taking place on this
Confirmation weekend for 21 teens who will be confirmed in the 11 am Sunday service,
and for the rest of us whose Christian faith, the Holy Spirit is building up right now.

Actually, we're Christians Under Construction. As long as God allows our hearts
to beat and brain waves to function, He’s adding or building our Christian faith through
His powerful Word to help us weather the storms of life, death and eternity. He's also
shaping our Christian character to be more like Jesus as we listen to God’s Word: more
patient, generous, humble, and kind. Yes, we're Christians Under Construction. We
need to recognize three different truths in God’s spiritual building project: that God is
our architect. He’s our financier. And He’s our spiritual building contractor.

Doesn't it seem like there's always road construction? When one road is repaired,
another needs attention. The same is true with our Christian faith. What | mean to say
is this: no Christian believer is ever a finished product this side of eternity. God is never
finished with us, until He brings us home to heaven. St. Paul put it this way in
Philippians, chapter 3. He said: Not that | have already obtained all this, or have
already arrived at my goal, but | press on to take hold of that for which Christ
Jesus took hold of me. Paul clearly knew he wasn’t perfect. But, He did know that He
was perfectly forgiven by Jesus. Paul also knew that God wasn'’t finished building him
up. Just like a road construction project, God is constantly resurfacing our Christian
faith through positive and negative life experiences.

St. Paul’s is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. o




Did you notice who wrote Psalm 127? This psalm was written by King Solomon, the
son of David. King Solomon, who God name the wisest man who ever lived, was a man
who knew a thing or two about physical construction projects. He was involved in the
most important building project of all time. Bigger than building a pyramid, or a new
NBA arena, Solomon was involved in building the famed Jewish temple, the place
where the Creator of the universe, God Himself, would call home on earth. But,
Solomon was also involved in many other spiritual building projects. He was also the
father of many children. Like many of you here today, as a Christian parent or role
model, he had the high privilege and awesome responsibility to build up his sons and
daughters in the way of the LORD.

So in a real way, put on your hardhats, strap on your workboots, and let's dig into
God's Word as Solomon begins: Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders
labor in vain. The "house" that Solomon is talking about isn't a structure made out of
brick, stone, or concrete. Instead He's referring to people with temporary bodies, and
eternal souls. He's really referring to us.

He reminds us: Unless the LORD builds the house, it's builders labor in vain.
In other words, Solomon reminds us that God needs to be the center of our lives. And
we have a deep need to recognize Him, you might say, as our architect.

As our architect, He has designed us. Later, in the book of Psalms, Psalm 139, we
hear that God knit us together in our mothers' wombs (Psalm 139:13). None of us
are accidents. We're special, that means we belong right here because God designed
us. You may never make a life-saving medical discovery, you may never make the cut
on American Idol, you may never realize your lifelong dream of playing power forward
for the Detroit Pistons (wait — that might just be me) — regardless, God has you here in
New Ulm for a reason ... and it's a good one.

Remember, we come into this world with the genes of our parents: their hair & eye
colors, their looks and their personalities. But, we also enter the world with something
deadly and potentially damning. It's called sin. Sin is something God didn’t design.
Ever since the Fall of our first parents in the Garden of Eden, sin has been passed on to
every human being. We can see that at the birth of each baby. When a baby is born
into this world, he/she has a clenched fist. That reminds us that we are always
struggling to be in control. Because of our sin, we all have a sinful nature, a selfish "me-
first" attitude of: "l need to be right ... My need is most important. What's in it for me?"
That’'s why we need to hear the words of our sermon: Unless the LORD builds the
house, it’s builders labor in vain. If we don’t start with recognizing that we need a
strong relationship with God, we’re wasting our life and our eternity. Here’s what |
mean. Back in 2011, a well known earthquake struck the coast of Japan. It triggered a
devastating tsunami with waves reaching 128 feet. No one could’ve predicted that.

But, God knew about it. He knows about every storm that will strike us and all those
and he keeps from us. He’s constantly keeping watch over us. So look up past the sky
to heaven and realize God has given us every reason to trust in the LORD with all our
hearts and lean not on our own human understandings.



Before a building is constructed, we need to count the costs. You know building
projects are expensive. This past week, | learned it costs $400,000-500,000 to build a
modest home in Brown County. But, our sins are much more expensive. The prophet
Ezekiel tells us: The soul who sins is the one who will die (Exekiel 18:4). The
prophet Isaiah warns us: Your iniquities have separated you from your God (Isaiah
59:2). Sin is barrier that pushes us away from God and keeps us out of heaven. It's a
wall that needs to be broken down. But, no man-made effort or machine can do the
job. Instead, God has solved our greatest problem. He has stepped into our lives and
served as our building financier.

When we couldn't afford it, and when the devil was foreclosing, God financed our
personal mortgage payments of sin. He sent His only Son Jesus, into the world to pick
up our tab. Christ, who also happen to know the carpenter trade, went to the cross. He
did some major demolition work and tore down the walls of our sins that prevented us
from living inside the mansions of heaven. His tools weren’t Milwaukee Tool or Sear’s
Craftsman. Instead, His tools were His perfect life, atoning death and glorious
resurrection for us. His blood paid our sins in full. John reassures us: the blood of
Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin (1 John 1:7). Yes, Christians May Be
Constantly Under Construction. Our salvation is a done deal. Jesus told us as much
when He said from the cross, It is finished. That's the good news, or the gospel, that
we need hear again and again in Confirmation Classes, Bible Classes, personal Bible
reading and church services. That's the spiritual power, or dynamite that blows the
doors off unbelief and turns us to our Savior God. That power drives us to walk in His
footsteps, and witness Jesus to others, instead of worrying about our future, whining
about the gifts God hasn't blessed us with, or hopelessly wondering "Why has God
allowed that into my life?". As believers, we're Christians Under Construction.

Finally, God serves as our building contractor. It's the job of the contractor to use
many others in the building project. Instead of electricians, plumbers, or painters, God
uses families, church, and other Christian friends to help build our faith.

Today, we’ll hear 21 young people of St. Paul’'s who will be confirmed in their faith.
They’ll publicly promise to remain faithful to the Savior Jesus for life. On this
Confirmation Day, I'm sure many of you remember the promise you made God in the
past. You may remember your Confirmation Day when you stood in front of church,
wearing your white gown and flower, trying not to be nervous in front of all those
people. .It's my personal prayer that whether it's 5 weeks or 5 years from now, these
teens and all of us will remember our confirmation vows and God's Amazing Grace. |
pray they’ll remember the promise they are making to stick close to God’s Word when
they stayed up too late on a Saturday night and wondered if they should sleep in. And
then, may that move them and us to seek strength and guidance from the Bible, God's
blueprint for our lives.

The statistics are still frightening. Statistics still say that, after 5 years, almost 2/3 of
these confirmands will fall away from their commitment. Statistics tell us that many of



them won't be here in this house of God, seeking strength from God's Word and
Sacrament. The devil will try to distract them (and us) by placing potholes and
temptations in their way: temptations to trust in anything else but the Bible, to hear
anything else but the Bible. How will we stop them and us from becoming "just another
negative statistic?"

It's only when we carefully listen to Solomon's final words, when we will be
protected. Solomon concludes: Unless the LORD watches over the city, the guards
stand watch in vain. He's right, you know. God has to watch over us, His Christian
construction projects, to be protected. God will never walk away from us, but each of us
has that power to walk away from Him. So don’t. In every season of life, remember
God’s promise in Psalm 121:8 that the LORD will watch over your coming and
going both now and forevermore

For many of us, God has contracted Christian families. He's given us Christian
moms & dads, uncles and aunts, cousins and siblings to help encourage us in our faith
and courageously talk with us about God’s truth, even when it's hard. God has also
contracted Christian churches to help us learn more of God's Word, and then to remain
faithful to it by getting involved in worship, Bible Classes, and service projects. Finally,
God’s given us Christian friends: to be a source of Christian support and help, now and
in the days ahead.

Please note that God doesn't only use people, He also uses life experiences to
build us up. He may use a positive experience like a graduation, sport's or music
performance, or a job promotion to add to our Christian character. But, in His wisdom
God may contract or use a detour like a bad grade, being cut from the team, disease, or
even the loss of a loved one to bring us closer to Him. He lovingly reminds us that He's
in charge (Psalm 46:1) and will purify our faith in His blast furnace of adversity
(Zechariah 13:9). It's all part of His construction project.

My friends, the next time you see a road construction project, | pray you remember
this theme: We’re Christians Under Construction. For our God willingly serves as
our architect, financier, and contractor. So slow down in life and always turn to Jesus.
He’'ll never let you down — not in this life nor the life to come. Amen.



