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Sermon Theme: Hang on to the Hands of Our Triune God
1. The caring hands of the Father 2. The working hands of the Son 3. The inviting hands of the Spirit
Sermon Text: Numbers 6: 22-27

22The Lord said to Moses, 23 “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to
bless the Israelites. Say to them: 2 The Lord bless you and keep you; ?*the Lord
make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; ?6the Lord turn his face
toward you and give you peace.’” %" “So they will put my name on the Israelites,
and I will bless them.”

In the name of our Triune God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, dear members and
friends of St. Paul’s,

When we give it some thought, our hands, these little miracle machines that dangle at
the end of our arms, are a real wonder. Think how many times we’ve used them today.
We’ve used our hands to brush our teeth, drink coffee, zip zippers, tie shoes, and open
car doors. We may have used our hands to hold a bulletin, turn the pages of a hymnal
or greet someone here in church. Without our hands, life would be real tricky. Don’t
forget to thank God for the use of our hands today and every day. And hands provide
security, don’t they? When my kids were little, we had a rule in our house (and probably
you do too): nobody crosses the street without holding mom or dad’s hands. |
remember many times their little hands hanging on for dear life as we crossed busy
streets together. Significantly more important than any human hands, according to the
Bible, are the mighty hands of God. Now God is a spirit — that means he doesn’t have a
body nor does he have hands. But, when the Bible refers to God as having hands,
English profs call this: “anthropomorphism” or “ascribing human characteristics to God”
to help us understand how God works in our lives. Since the Bible describes God as
having hands, this sermon will too. King David declared this truth in Psalm 31: My
times are in your hands. No matter how busy life becomes, no matter how scary life
gets, God holds the whole world in His hands. Hold on to that thought!

If you ever wonder what God wants for us, just look at our sermon reading from
Numbers, chapter 6. In our reading, God promises His people, His blessings. That
doesn’t mean life is always easy or goes the way we want. But, it does mean God will
bless us with blessings we can see and sometimes blessings in disguise. So on this
Trinity Saturday, like a child who holds on his daddy’s hands, Hang On to the Hands of
our Triune God. Hang on to the caring hands of the Father. Hang on to the working
hands of the Son. And Hang on to the inviting hands of the Holy Spirit.

It's been estimated that over 90% of Americans believe in God. And that sounds
pretty good until you ask the next question: which god do you believe in? Do you

St. Paul’s is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. EE«



believe in the false god of entertainment or ego, or the only true Biblically-defined God
who has revealed Himself as the Triune God.: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

The church fathers call Him triune, which is a Latin word meaning 3 persons in one
God. But, you won't find that word in the Bible. But, can you think of a better word to
describe Him?

If you're like me, you'll admit: | can't fully understand HOW God is triune. No one
can! But, we still believe Him, hang on to Him, and trust Him. So how can we believe
in someone we can't fully understand? Actually, we do it every day. Think of it this way.
During the course of a day, we turn on and off dozens of switches: light switches, TV
switches, and computer switches. And we probably don't exactly understand how all
these devices work. But, our lack of understanding doesn't change the fact that they do
work. Besides, trying to completely understand God is like trying to empty Lake
Superior one tea spoon at a time. It's not possible. But, not once on the pages of Holy
Scripture does God ever ask us to understand Him> He just asks us to believe Him.
Hold on to Him. Trust Him. And by the work of the Spirit, we do. Secondly, I'd ask
you: do you really want a God that you can fully understand? Do you want a God so
small and puny that you can place Him in your pocket and say: "I've got you all figured
out." Not me! Nor is God like that! He's the great three-in-one God, the Triune God.

That's how the LORD described Himself to Moses and the Israelites at the base of
Mt. Sinai. Our sermon reading begins: The LORD said to Moses, "Tell Aaron & his
sons, 'this is how you are to bless the Israelites. In the book of Numbers, God gave
His chosen people worship instructions. He wanted them to remember who was taking
care of them along the way: who they could thank and who they could call on in times
of trouble. So He gave them this blessing. We call it the Aaronic blessing, first given to
Aaron and the Old Testament priests. We still use this blessing today at the close of our
worship services to remind ourselves of God's precious promises as the God of full and
faithful love. Each worship service, as the pastor raises his hands to give God’s
blessing, | hope it reminds you of the Hands of our Triune God.

So let’s take a closer look at the hands of the first person of the Triune God. How do
the first words of the LORD’s Prayer begin? We don't address God as "Sir," or great
"CEO of the universe." We call Him "Our Father." What a beautiful picture of God, our
loving Father, carefully giving us, His baptized people, His blessings.

This shows His caring hands. That's the truth behind these words: The LORD bless
you and keep you. This same God who created our world, and knit us together in
our mothers’ wombs, continues to shape our lives by blessing us with His loving care.
And God isn't stingy. He doesn't "hold out" on any of us. His hands are generous!
Wherever we look, we can see how God gives blessings. Look at our homes! We see
cars & clothes, food & furniture, refrigerators and big-screen TVs. Count our talents! He
blesses each of us with unique talents & abilities, from the ability to make music, to play
golf, to the gift of encouraging others. All to be used in His service.



But, our Father keeps us too. That means He answers our prayer when we humbly
pray in the LORD's Prayer: "Deliver me from evil." How often does our Heavenly Father
use His mighty hands to keep us by preventing dangers & problems from overwhelming
us. Yet, on the other hand, how loving our Father's hands are when He does allow
testing to come into our lives. For He promises that He will either make a way to escape
or that all things, even troubles & tragedy, do work together for the good of those who
love Him. All these blessings of our giving Heavenly Father and more are included in
these words: the LORD bless you and keep you.

And He doesn't stop His blessings there. He continues: The LORD make His face
shine upon you and be gracious to you. The question we need to ask is this: why
does God even want to be our Father? Why does God's face shine upon us? After all,
we've rebelled against our Father in heaven more times than we care to admit or even
count. Every time we’ve broken God’s 10 Commandments, we're telling God to leave
us alone - eternally. How can God look on us with approval even though not an hour
goes by where we don't sin against Him, sin which deserves eternal punishment in
hell? It's all because of the working hands of the Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus is the "blue-
collar" worker of the Trinity. He’s always existed, but He punched the "time-clock" and
entered human history when He wrapped Himself in human flesh at Bethlehem to earn
heaven for us. He allowed His perfect hands to be nailed to the cross in our place,
bloody and pierced. He put in overtime and died on that cross to assure us: all who
believe in Him as their Savior God will not perish, but will have eternal life in heaven.
He completely paid for our sins. We’'re right with God right now. Amazing.

But, what do the working hands of Jesus mean to us? In the state of lowa, there's a
gravestone of a civil war soldier who died in the line of duty. Besides giving his name &
age, the tombstone reads: "He died in the place of another." In the Civil War days,
when a family man was drafted, it was legal for him to find a friend who would volunteer
to take his place on the battlefield. | wonder how that family man felt, after the war was
over, and he walked passed that dead soldier's gravestone — the gravestone that
should’ve been his. More importantly, how do we feel when we stand in faith at Jesus'
cross & empty gravestone? How do we feel about the one who volunteered to die in our
place? It's easy to ignore it, but join me in being grateful to God. And hang on to His
hands always in life and in death. May we always thank Jesus, praise Him, and
dedicate our lives to Him knowing He loved us first. All the blessings of forgiveness are
earned by the working hands of God the Son as The LORD makes His face shine
upon us and is gracious to us.

Finally, we come to the hands of the "unsung" hero and person of the Triune God, the
hands of the Holy Spirit. His hands make our Christian faith possible. He has the
inviting hands. Imagine, for a moment a party, a party with all the trimmings: the
extravagant hall, the glasses filled with champagne, the food piping hot on the table, but
no one came. The guests don’t come because they weren't invited. That would describe
what heaven would be like if it weren't for the inviting hands of the Holy Spirit. Listen to
how His work is described: the LORD turn His face toward You and give you peace.
Like a head waiter at a restaurant, who invites you to your table, the Holy Spirit invites



us to faith in Jesus through Word & Sacrament. For without His inviting hands: No one
can say Jesus is LORD except by the Holy Spirit. That means each one of us as
Christians believers are walking, talking miracles of His power. There may be self-made
millionaires in this life, but there's no such thing as a self-made Christian. That's His job
to invite us! But, He doesn't invite us to enjoy God's approval & peace through a

UPS package, a phone call or a text message. No, He invites us to believe as God's
Word is preached, as the waters of Baptism are applied. The Holy Spirit gives us peace
right now that our names are written in the book of heaven.

So as you use your hands every day, say "amen" to God's blessing. The word
"amen" means: so shall it be or simply put: | agree. Say amen to the incredible hands
of our Triune God. Amen, God the Father. May your giving hands bless & keep us.
Amen, God the Son. May your working hands be gracious to us. And Amen, God the
Holy Spirit. May your inviting hands give us peace. For the final time in this sermon,
Amen



