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Hand to the Plow and Eyes Fronta 
 
     51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, Jesus was determined to go to 
Jerusalem. 52 He sent messengers ahead of him. They went into a Samaritan village to make 
preparations for him. 53 The people did not welcome him, because he was determined to go 
to Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want 
us to call down fire from heaven to consume them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 
Then they went to another village. 
      57 While they were on the way, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
58 Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man 
has no place to lay his head.” 59 He said to another man, “Follow me!” But he said, “Lord, 
first let me go and bury my father.” 60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own 
dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Another man also said, “I will 
follow you, Lord, but first let me say good-bye to my family at home.” 62 Jesus told him, 
“No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks behind him is fit for the kingdom of 
God.”  
 
 
There are four examples of who will or will not follow Jesus here. The first one is a village in 
Samaria. Samaria was the region north of Jerusalem and the narrow land of Benjamin that 
used to be the heart of the northern kingdom of Israel back in the days of the divided 
kingdom. This was the land where Elijah and Elisha had preached and taught. It was between 
Galilee and Jerusalem. There was a long history of Israelites not getting along with the 
Samaritans, but Jesus had made some literal inroads among the Samaritans. His visit with a 
woman at the well of Sychar brought a whole village to faith in him. But now in Samaria, 
probably at a different village but seemingly one where he thought he might be received, the 
people wouldn’t help him or even welcome him.  
 
Now, James and John wanting to call down fire from heaven is a lot like what happened to 
Sodom and Gomorrah, but God was the one who sent that fire, and only after his angels had 
physically gone in and pulled out the believers by the hand. Jesus did not come into the 
world to take life, but to save it. And to save souls. So he rebuked, scolded, the Sons of 
Thunder, and they just went to a different village. The problem had been one of church 
fellowship, as it usually was with the Samaritans. They didn’t like this Rabbi going to 
Jerusalem because they thought that they had the right and correct worship on their 

 
a Gospel translation is my own.  
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mountain, and they were convinced that the Jews were all wrong about worshiping in 
Jerusalem. 
 
We of course run into things like that to this day. I have been accused of preaching and 
teaching wrongly about things like baptism and the Lord’s Supper by people who have never 
really studied those doctrines, but who have their own opinions. And we live in a time when 
one’s opinion gets elevated above the Word of God-- one of our most insidious versions of 
idolatry.  
 
After this a man came to Jesus-- was he one of those Samaritans, or someone else? But he 
said “I’ll follow you Jesus wherever you go!” And Jesus was hard on that man. It startles us, 
doesn’t it? “Foxes have holes, birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no where to lay his 
head.” But when you stop and think, Jesus knew what would be a test, a challenge, for this 
man. “He’s truly God! Surely he must have a decent bed and a soft pillow.” But no. Being 
faithful to the Lord, even being the Son of God himself, does not guarantee any comforts or 
prosperity in this world or in this lifetime. Being a Christian means “daily bread,” God will 
look after you. But it also means a cross to bear, a thorn, a pain, a grief to carry.  
 
Then Jesus stops a man; or that’s how I understand it. Jesus calls out to someone, “Follow 
me,” or the Greek grammar will allow, “Keep following me.” Was he someone who was 
already a disciple, like the seventy or seventy-two Jesus was about to send out? But this man 
asked permission to leave to go and bury his father. “Let the dead bury their dead” is another 
tough, unexpected response from our Lord. Let unbelievers take care of that kind of thing-- 
you have souls to save. I wonder if this man stayed. I’d like to think he did. But sometimes a 
cross we carry is having to let some earthly things we would like to do, and let them go 
undone, or let them be done by somebody else.  
  
The another man wants to follow Jesus, but wants to go say goodbye to his family. And the 
hard reply from Jesus is where we get our theme today: “No one who puts his hand to the 
plow and looks behind him is fit for the kingdom of God.” Jesus doesn’t mean that we can 
never speak to our families again. Didn’t we just read in our lesson from 1 Kings 19 that 
Elisha was allowed to go back and kiss his mother and father goodbye? It is the not the act, 
but what is in the heart, that is the point. Jesus is talking about people who act like Lot’s 
wife, to depart from God’s command and and up occupied with other matters-- matters 
outside God’s role for each one of us.  
 
First of all, this is about the Word of God itself, and the way of salvation. We cannot look for 
other pathways to heaven apart from Jesus Christ himself. Jesus said, “No one comes to the 
Father except through me” (John 14:6). So someone who rejects the word of God and will of 
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God and the Son of God is like this man who tried to grab the plow but looked back. He has 
made a beginning, but he gets nowhere; he goes no deeper.  
 
And in another sense, looking back when you should be looking where you’re going is to 
deny our station in life. If I am a father, or a barber, or a farmer, or a repairman, and I don’t 
aspire to be anything else, that’s a great blessing. To want to do what you do; do desire to do 
what you’re good at is an almost incalculable blessing.  
 
For the Lord needs good parents to look after the children he gives to them. And becoming a 
good parent takes time and experience. Sometimes I think that becoming a truly good dad 
takes more time than it does for a child to grow up.  
 
So while we could talk about all kinds of professions and aspirations, let’s stay at the kitchen 
table: Mom, dad, child, single person at home. This is your present state today. This is in a 
very real sense the plow handle you have grabbed on to. Do that thing to the glory of God. 
Looking away, looking for some other way to live apart from where the Lord has placed you, 
is rejecting God’s work in your life.  
 
Now, a young person will naturally be searching for what they can do for what their gifts are. 
This is no sin, but it is using your God-given curiosity in a godly way. But there the danger is 
to do that looking without the Lord at your side; to give up on Christ is to drop the 
forgiveness of sins as if you’ve tossed your life savings in cash out the car window on the 
way home from the bank. Do not give in to the sin of giving up on God! He opens up his 
hand and satisfies all of our needs, all the way up to forgiving all of our reckless and 
thoughtless sins. He has had mercy on us. He has loved us. He looks after us.  
 
Hang on to what God has given you, for his forgiveness covers over every one of our sins. 
And hand on to the work that God so lovingly gives for each of us to do here, today: Right 
where you are. Doing just what you are doing. Do it to his glory. 
 
Amen. 


