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LOVE, DONOT STEAL OR COVET

*s house. You shall not

15 %y ou shall not steal. !” “You shall not covet your neighbor
or anything

covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey,

that belongs to your neighbor.”

It is not for trivial reasons that we visit and revisit the Catechism and strongly urge each
other to do the same. And if anyone wants to sound very pious and holy and say, “But the
d by reminding them that it is nothing

Catechism is not the Word for God.” then I will respon

but the basic teachings of the Word of God gathered into a short booklet, and that all
throughout, Dr. Luther has taken key parts of the Scriptures-- such as the commandments
before us today-- and gone into other parts of the same Scriptures to explain them simply and

clearly.

God’s will is that we would be content with those possessions
well, to intimate to be called “possessions,” but
first: We love what we have been given, and
hose things that they have
ent, so that we neither

In the laws before us today,
that we have, and those close relati onships as
covered by the same will of God, which is that
second, that we delight that the people around us have been givet
been gi‘vcﬁ.‘ Therefore the root command here is to love and be cont

covet nor steal.

You shall not steal.

n kind of dishonest philosopher might argue that nothing really belongs to any
individual, and that everything belongs to the Lord, and therefore if there is something in
your yard, or driveway, or sitting on your dinner table, that it belongs to God, and therefore if
I need it, 1 can come along and take it without fear and without any consequences. This slaps
God on the wrist, because even though our possessions are temporary, and truly gifts from
him, be is the one who gives gifts to you, and to me, and to other people, and therefore what

he gives to you is not for me to take away.

A certai

This even applies to the theory of communal property, in which everyone shares what they
t this, which is in Acts chapter 4,

have. In the example we have in the New Testament abou
with love; they were not forced to

the Christians shared everything they had voluntarily and
do it, and there was no overseer who tore things away from on¢ woman in order to give them

to another. For even this would be stealing where there is no consent.
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Let’s be clear about stealing because it applies to more than things you can touch. An
employee can steal from their employer by being lazy, or by lying about the time that they
work, or when through their failure to act, they waste things or neglect them, causing their
employer to suffer loss. So a worker on the clock could steal more than a thousand dollars
from their boss in just a few months without even having that in cash, through waste or
laziness or cheating on their timecard. If they had stolen money, that would be a felony, but

as it is, they get away with it.

And an employer must take care of his or her employees. Remember that they are people
with families and health troubles and children. So whether I am an employer or a worker, |
want to help the other person “to improve and protect his property and means of income,”
and especially if I directly affect that property or that means of income. If it’s not mine, I

shouldn’t take 1t.

But more than that. If a thing is not mine but belongs to someone else, then the will of God 1s
that I would do everything in my power to help him keep it.

And we will know that we have sinned against God’s will when we examine this
commandment carefully and hold up our lives to it. Have I done any dishonest trade or
shoddy work, or have I sold defective merchandise, or food that is spoiled? Have I helped my
neighbor so that the condition of his life is improved? Have I behaved, — in such a
way that my life will go from good to better, but so that my neighbor’s life will go from hard
to harder? This too is stealing, and something for which we must repent.

The last two can be taken together, The Ninth: You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
And the Tenth: You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant,

his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

To covet is to want something that is not for you. What if I am very poor and don’t have
enough? In our Old Testament lesson, we see the girl Ruth gleaning, which was harvesting
from fields that were not hers—- it was the system God commanded for his people so that the
wealthy would be of help to the poor. In this way, the poor would not covet or sinfully desire
what a well-off person had, but they each would have enou gh.

The Ninth Commandment protects property, whether real estate or smaller, everyday items,
and is also applied to inheritance. If my neighbor has something I wish I had, 1 should
consider: Do I need it? Whether or not I think I would take better care of it, use it for a better
purpose, a more urgent purpose, isn’t it also true that God gave this item, whatever it is, to
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that I know better than God? That’s beyond

someone else? Therefore who am I to say
hair above God, telling God

idolatry, it’s blasphemy, because it sets me up in a golden ¢
himself that he should obey me!

And this is also true of those living beings in my life: Spouse, children, servants, employees,
animals whether they are livestock or pets. And it also means that 1 must take care of then.
Wives: How often do you ask the question, “Is my husband happy?” Children, how often do
you ask the question: “Am I honoring my parents, showing them love and respect?”” And
when we have animals, do we remember the Proverb: “The righteous man sees 10 the needs
of his apimal, but the kindest acts of the wicked are cruel” (Prov. 12: 10).

e to obey any of God’s Commandments.
what is our neighbor’s, and do not
so much as covet another

and if we do not urge them to

Therefore without faith in Christ, nobody is abl
Without faith there is only failure. And if we even covet
do all we can to help him keep it, we have sinned. And if we
person’s spouse, or employees, or even their animals or pets,
stay and do their duty, we have sinned against our neighbor.

There is an example God gave to Moses: “If you come across your eney ’s ox or donkey
wandering off, be sure to take it back to him,” (Exodus 23:4). That’s your enemy’s animal,
not just your brother’s or your good neighbor’s. Because when we help our enemy, we do the
will of God, and we may also find that we have gone a long way toward ending whatever

made us enemies in the first place.
ese things, we only bring down God’s wrath on our heads, inviting

and giving it all away to those who have plenty,
d to take care of what God has entrusted to us.

When we have not done th
him to take away what little we have already
so that we will see the need to be content, an

When we confess these sins to our Savior, he lifts them away from us. The gentle hand of the
Savior has removed the burden of our guilt and our shame over coveting and stealing and of
being cruel to our neighbors and loved ones, over being thoughtless toward our animals, who
are put into our care by God the Creator. But Jesus has forgiven us, and the Holy Spirit has

brought us to faith.

And having faith, we are able with God’s help to keep his commandments; to be content with

our possessions, to care for the people in our lives, and to serve our Lord. He wants our
hearts to be pure, even though in this lifetime we can’t reach that ideal. Let us learn
contentment from Jesus, who had no home, nor bed, nor pillow, but who served his Father

above and you and I below. And loves us even now. Amen.
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The Ten Commandments arc not numbered in the same way by all Christians. But remember that it is the
samne list however you number it. We call them “Ten” because Moses calls them “Ten,” even though
there are more than ten sentences. In English there are eighteen sentences; in Hebrew, sixteen verses.
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