Sermon on Genesis 8:15-22 for 18" Sunday after Pentecost—10.12.2025
St Paul’s Lutheran — New Ulm, MN - Pastor N. Scharf

What is the biggest gift you've ever received? Spiritually, you might consider your baptism where
you were connected with all Christ had done for you, received into his family, received forgiveness, and
clothed with Christ. Materially - as a kid was it the video game system we received from our brother-in-
law or mavhe the constant support and care -materially, spiritually, emotionally of my parents? What is it
foryou? What is the biggest gift you've given? Was it a dollar amount, a ring, a lifetime of support, did you
pay somecne’s debt willingly, did you invest effort and blood, sweat and tears into ancther person, a gift

to God and his work? Today we contemplate big gifts - Noah's, God’s, Yours.
Saved People Bring Sacrifices of Thanksgiving.

“Then God said to Noah, “Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives.
Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you - the birds, the animals, and all the creatures that
move along the ground — so they can muttiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase in number on it.”
5o Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. Atl the animals and all the
creatures that mave along the ground and all the birds — everything that moves on land - came out of the

ark, one kind after another. Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean

animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and
of humans, even though every inclination of

said in his heart: “Never again will | curse the ground because
destroy ait living creatures, as | have done.

the human heartis evil from childhood. And never again witl f
“As long s the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night

will never cease.”
It was the greatest act of judgment the wa rld has eve

was obliterated quickly, terrifyingly, and in justice - because
the human race had become on the earth, and that everyinc
was only evil all the time” {Genesis 6:5ff). It was also the greatest act of mercy the world had seen. God

saved Noah and his family, brought them through a catastrophe that wiped out everyone else in
judgment. The ark held together. The animals made it. Noah made it. They were together in that gepher
wood hold for one year and ten days. Now God says, “Come out of the ark.”

Noah didn't hesitate. On God’s word and promise he entered the ark. On God’s word and promise
he exited the ark. Following God’s Word gives you confidence. God keeps his promises. God blesses us
a5 we follow him. Noah was an example for his sons and his wife and his sons’wives, and for us too. What
a gift to have God’s Word - to hear of God’s saving ways, to hear what is right and what is wrong, to hear
how God would have us live as his children, and be warned against falting away and under his judgment.
God has spoken to us by his Word. What a blessing!

Every few years when the powerball lottery gets way up there, | have the thought, “Lord, what it
*d let me win the powerball? | would give so much back to you. I'd be a good steward of it. | might give
or maybe 'd keep some, or maybe I'd give it all.” The heart rate
u thinking about this? | don’t usually even buy a powerball
haven’t | been given a gift that would far outweigh and

outlast it - forgiveness and eternal life in Christ Jesus, not to mention so many earthly blessings? As
sinners our inclination is forgetfulness and ingratitude, and we only comprehend the feeling of gratitude
when we’ve been given a great deliverance. And then we forget again. We are like the 9 lepers who soon
focused on what they got rather than the giver. “Forgive us Lord for shallow thankfulness” (CW754) is our

confession.
God didn’t skimp,
judgment and his greatest act of mercy. I’m not talking a

rseen. The world’s population save 8 people
“The LORD saw how great the wickedness of
tination of the thoughts of the human heart

you
it all to you, or maybe some to my family,
goes up and then | stop and think - why are yo
ticket. And more than any powerbail winning,

or hold back, or forget. He records in his Word His most terrifying act of
hout Noah’s ark and the worldwide flood. 'm



talking about the cross of calvary. On that cross we see God’s hatred of sin and sinfulness and the evil
doer, you and me. We see what it looks like to be damned by God, cursed and hanging on a tree. Butit
wasn’t you. It wasn’t me. We deserve that for our sin, for our idolatries and selfishness and the resulting
ingratitude. But Jesus took all of it for us on that cross. God's greatest just judgment was carried out.
Christ suffered and died. And we are free, forgiven and floating in God’s grace. The greatest act of mercy
on that cross was God judging a world full of sin heaped on his Son, so that we might be saved because of
His sacrifice and his rightecusness credited to our account.

The first thing we hear Jesus did when he came back to life was to descend to hell to proclaimto
the spirits in the prison of hell, those who were disobedient in Noah’s day - people who reprasented
viotent idolatrous oppressors and rejectors of God’s Word, that Christ has won the victory and freedom
has been won for you and me. We wilt not be there with them because Jesus has rescued us for heaven.
What then shall we do?

“Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and ciean birds,
he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: “Never
again will I curse the ground because of humans, even though every inclination of the human heartis evil
from childhood. And never again witl | destroy all living creatures as | have done.”

Noah's attitude teaches us - thank God for today, for the breath you have in your lungs, for the
strength to be here listening to God’s Word and the good sense to come and hear it. Thank God for lunch
whether it's out to eat or some bread at home. We aren’t owed any of it. Noah came out of the ark aftera
year and ten days and thanked God. God has given you today. Thank him.

Noah didn’t skimp. Proportionately he offered what we might consider the largest sacrifice of atl
time given the number of animals and he sacrificed some of the clean animals. Why? To thank God
whote heartedly and offer him his all, his best, his whole life. A burnt offering was one of the four bloody
sacrifices that would later be commanded on Mt, Sinai. Moses, who God used to write Genesis, shows
what kind of heart Noah had - the burnt offering was a sacrifice that gave thanks to God and rejoiced for
the covenant relationship God made with his people, for the peace we have with God by his mercy and
grace. So let our worship be. So let our gifts be —allin, not worrying, but rejoicing in what God has done
for us — rescue not on an ark, but rescue on a cross and empty tomb, and gifts like lunch.

God was pleased with Noah’s sacrifice. He's pleased with your gifts of thanks to him for his mercy
and grace, trusting his promise to bless and provide. The leper fell at Jesus’ feet in thankfuiness —the
outcast found home and acceptance in Jesus’ mercy and grace. The Jewish believers in Jerusalem in
Paul’s day gave thanks for the generous help of and the communion of saints that provided it as the gifts
from Gentile believers like the Corinthians poured in from the churches scattered throughout the empire
far from Jerusalem. Give thanks to God for all he has given to you, trusting him to provide. We step out
and live for our Lord as long as this earth goes until the day Jesus returns. Jesus has promised.

“As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and
night will never cease.” God didn’t command Noah to give anything. Noah’s God-given heart of faith
wanted to express his joy and thanks and trust. As you witness in the field and weather another change of
season, another harvest come, cold and heat interchanging, be reminded of God’s promise to Noah, and
his promise which still remains for you today. His mercy is new every morning. Live each day to thank
your God.

Today we contemplate big gifts - Noah’s, God’s, yours. Live like Noah - following God's Word and
command, trusting him and thanking him for today. Thank God for Christ’s cross which means your
salvation. Live that thankful and generous example and show the world - Saved People Bring Sacrifices

of Thanksgiving. Amen.



