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1Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and
not give up. 2 He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor
cared what people thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to
him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.' * "For some time he
refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though | don't fear God or care about
what people think, ° yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will see that she
gets justice, so that she won't eventually come and attack me!"" ¢ And the Lord said,
"Listen to what the unjust judge says. ” And will not God bring about justice for his
chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? é1 tell
you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly.

Dear Friends of Jesus Christ,

Imagine a soldier heading into battle. He is outfitted in army fatigues, his bullet-proof
vest strapped on, and his M-16 loaded. His commanding officer tosses him a radio, so
that he can communicate with headquarters. But, in a surprising move, the soldier
returns the radio, saying with bravado: "I don't need it. I'm going in alone."

Isn’t it foolish to fight the enemy all by yourself? Every seasoned military soldier
knows how important it is to keep in close contact with headquarters. That way, a
soldier will be able to keep tabs on troop movements, and be able to radio for
reinforcements.

Of course, it’s foolish to "fight the enemy alone." Yet, that's exactly what Christians
often do in life. We rush into our day at home or on the road, without prayer, without
keeping in close contact with our heavenly headquarters. Then, in a flash, fatigue and
frustration set in. We often wonder: "doesn't anyone care what's happening to me?" |
recently saw a bumper sticker that said: "when all else fails, try prayer." Prayer can
easily become our last resort, instead of our first option.

That's why Jesus spoke about the importance of praying in the parable of a persistent
widow. Jesus knew this broken world brings us many challenges. Many days, life brings
more than we can bear: unplanned car repairs, sudden medical emergencies, or even
the death of someone close to us. Our greatest enemies aren’t the divisional foes of the
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Minnesota Vikings. We face deadlier ones such as the devil, the world, and our own
sinful flesh. These enemies don't just want to just defeat us. They want us in hell
forever. How can we handle these spiritual enemies, who relentlessly pursue us? Well,
Jesus, our Savior, directs us to always look to our Triune God for comfort and

strength. As we take a closer look at the words of Luke, chapter 18, God reminds us:
Life Is Short, so Pray Hard. Yes, pray persistently, and pray with a purpose.

From little on up, we're taught to pray. Maybe you learned to pray from a
grandparent, a parent, or teacher. God wants us to keep in close contact with Him. So
He gives us the privilege of prayer. But, what is prayer? It's simply this: a heart to heart
talk with God. God commands us to pray when he says: Call upon me in the day of
trouble. 1 will deliver you and you will honor me (Psalm 50: 15). Prayer keeps us in
close contact with our Savior God.

When is the last time you felt ignored? It hurts to be ignored or forgotten by family or
friends when you have a problem. That's exactly how the widow in Jesus' parable
felt. But, she didn't quit or play the victim, saying: "woe is me," even when her request
for justice was denied. Instead, she kept coming to a certain judge, seeking justice. She
used the only weapon in her arsenal, persistence. She kept coming to his court, even
when it wasn't convenient. She trusted, that he'd make things right.

Think of WHOM she approached for justice. Jesus calls him: (v.2) a judge who
neither feared God or cared about men. Not exactly an ideal candidate for justice,
wouldn't you say?. But, that didn't stop her. She kept coming again and again. Like a
tired parent, after a persistent child continually makes his request, the judge in the
parable answered her. She'd get justice after all. Her persistence paid off.

How has your prayer life been going? In the Bible, God tells us: Pray continually (I
Thessalonians 5:17). And yet, in our prayer life, we give up way too quickly. We often
give up on God in our prayers faster than trying to telephone a friend or relative. We
expect someone to answer immediately after we dial their number. But, if we’re serious
about the call, we’ll let it ring seven or eight times before we try that call again later. If
we let the phone ring only two or three times, apparently our request wasn't that big a
deal.

In our reading, Jesus directs us to amp up our prayer life. Life is Short, so Pray
Hard. He wants us to have a persistent prayer life. It's a prayer life with a never-say-die
mentality. That means we don't give up when we don’t seem to get an immediate
answer. For God does answer our every prayer. The Bible even says: (God's) ears are
attentive to their (believers') prayer (I Peter 3:12). \We keep coming to the throne of



heaven, with the full confidence that God hears us. He knows our specific needs. And
He'll provide us with exactly what we need.

Think of WHOM we approach in our prayer life. We don't come to an unknown,
unfriendly, or uncaring judge like the widow did. What are the first two words we use in
the LORD's Prayer? We call God, "our Father." What a great, loving relationship we
enjoy now with our God — He is our loving Father. And yet, it wasn't always that
way. For when our lives began, we were conceived and born in sin. Our many sins, such
as forgetting to pray or breaking any of the 10 Commandments prove that we're not
worthy of God's forgiveness. Our relationship with God was shattered. Yet, our loving
Heavenly Father didn't turn His back on us and abandon us to hell. Two thousand years
ago, He sent His Son, Jesus to restore our relationship with Him. Jesus suffered the
penalty for sin that we deserved. He willingly sacrificed His perfect life on the cross, to
pay for our sins. And He arose 3 days later to prove He is the Son of God and His
promises are true. Now, through Baptism, God makes us part of His family. And to the
Christian, He has given a special way to communicate with Him. It's called prayer. My
friends, take your requests to God in prayer persistently, with all the boldness of and
confidence as dearly loved children, asking their dear Father in heaven. Yes, Life Is
Short, so Pray Hard. Pray persistently.

So God gives us a blank check in prayer, signed with the blood of Jesus. He
promises: Ask, and it will be given to you, seek, and You will find; knock and the door
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds; and to
him who knocks, the door will be opened (Matthew 7: 7-8). Does this mean that in
prayer, God will give us everything we want: for money, outward success, or perfect
health? Of course not. Then, God wouldn't be our loving Father. For a loving parent
won't ever give a child everything he/she wants. No, God will give us everything we
need. God thinks of our eternity first before considering our earthly needs. That’s why
God can’t wait to give us care for our souls including: daily forgiveness, peace, lasting
contentment, and finally eternal life in heaven. It's all available for the asking. Life Is
Short so Pray Hard. Pray hard with a purpose.

The widow in the parable had a purpose in her life. Do you remember what it
was? She persistently pleaded: (v3) Grant me justice against my adversary. She
wanted justice. Notice she didn't request victory for herself, and defeat for the one who
wronged her. She just wanted the judge to reach a decision for her case. What that
decision was, she left it up to him. And once He reached a decision, there would be no
more appeals to a higher court. Considering that judge, what an act of faith!



Our prayers have a single purpose too. Jesus taught us this purpose in the LORD's
Prayer, where there are 7 petitions or requests. But, do you know the toughest petition
to pray? It's number three, when we pray: "Your will be done on earth as in
heaven." What we're saying here is this: "God, this is what | would like. But, in Your
wisdom, if You see something better for me, do that instead. | trust you have my best
interests in mind." Our single purpose in prayer is to pray according to God's will.

So often, we limit God by thinking: "only if God answers my prayer this ONE way, only
then will | be happy." But, let me ask You, "how big of a God do You worship? Do you
worship a little god that answers only to You? Or to the immortal True God, who always
does what is best for all his children. Jesus asks in the parable: And will not God bring
about justice for His chosen ones, who cry out to Him day and night? Will He keep
putting them off? | tell you, He will see that they get justice, and quickly (v7-8). God
may not seem to pay His bills the first of the month and answer according to our time-
table, but He'll give us justice as we pray. He'll do the right thing, every time,
guaranteed!

As the world gets closer to the end, life will get more difficult, even for Christian
believers. As we continue to fight the good fight of faith, remember: Life Is Short So
Pray Hard. Maybe this poem sums up our prayer life best: "l got up early one morning,
and rushed right through the day. | had so much to do that | didn't have time to
pray. Problems just surrounded me and heavier came each task. "Why doesn't God help
me?", | wondered. But, He said: "you didn't ask." | wanted to see joy and beauty, but
the day toiled on, grey & bleak. | wondered why God didn't show me. He said: "But, you
didn't seek." | tried to come into God's presence. | used all my keys for the lock. God
gently and lovingly chided, "My child, you didn't knock." | woke up early this morning,
and paused before entering the day. | had so much to accomplish, that | HAD to take
time to pray." That prayer, my friends is both persistent and with a purpose. Always
keep in contact with our heavenly headquarters. Life Is Short, So Pray Hard. Amen.



