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Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are bound to
come, but woe to anyone through whom they come. ?It would be better for them
to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around their neck than to cause
one of these little ones to stumble. * So watch yourselves. “If your brother or
sister? sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive them. * Even if
they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you
saying ‘I repent,” you must forgive them.” °The apostles said to the
Lord, “Increase our faith!” °He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard
seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and
it will obey you. " “Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the
sheep. Will he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along
now and sit down to eat’? :Won'’t he rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself
ready and wait on me while | eat and drink; after that you may eat and
drink’? ° Will he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? "° So
you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We
are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’”

Dear Christian friends,

How many of you had brothers or sisters growing up, please raise your
hand? Interesting. Now, how many of you have children who have brothers or sisters,
raise your hands? If you have them, | think you can better appreciate the magnitude of
Jesus’ command to “forgive your brother or sister”. It seems like a lot to forgive.
And you probably know Scripture doesn'’t just stop there. Instead, God’s Word goes
even further and says we need to love our brothers and sisters. Remember the words
of 1 John 4:13? “Whoever loves God must also love his brother.” (1 John 4:13)
Wow. Just consider for a few moments! You probably know that | only have one sister
—no brothers. But, | admit there were times, when | wasn’t the easiest brother to
forgive or love. Were you easy to get along with ... always? If you feel that’s the case |
suggest we get your brothers or sisters on the phone and find out the real story. Of
course, you know that Jesus isn’t only talking here about biological family, is he? Not by
a long shot. Jesus is talking about how to treat our spiritual brothers and sisters, in
other words: all people. And we know full well that sometimes our family can be mighty
hard to forgive and to love!

The apostles knew their weak, human, sinful limitations and that’s why they
responded to His commands by making a BIG request, “Lord, increase our faith!” I've
got good news for you, Gospel news. Jesus answers that prayer every time we pray it.
As our faith in Christ grows, so does our love for others, including our brothers and
sisters. As our faith increases and our love grows through contact with the Gospel, so
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will our willingness and our ability to demonstrate love to those around us. As we focus
on Jesus and His saving love for us, love goes the extra mile and does whatever it
takes.

| once read a newspaper story with the headline, “He Ain’t Heavy, He’s My
Brother.” Ever hear that one before? The story goes that back in 1918. There was a
young boy at an orphanage who suffered from severe polio and couldn’t walk. As you
can imagine, each day he had to be carried up and down the stairs. Not an easy task
but all the orphans pitched in. One of the older boys was asked if carrying him was
difficult or hard. He surprisingly responded: “He ain’t heavy. He’s my brother.”

Even though it wasn’t easy to carry the dead weight of another, the older boy didn’t look
at it that way. Astonishing. In his mind, that’s just what love does. Just as the eye
sees, the nose smells, and the ear hears... love sacrifices. And the best example of
that attitude is Jesus Christ who did more than carry us up and down when life gets
hard. Jesus carried the full weight of our sins to the cross where He sacrificed His
perfect life for our sinful lives to make us right with God. By His death and resurrection,
He forgives us freely and fully. He loves us freely and fully. But, Jesus not only
changes our status from damned sinner to saved saint, He also changes our attitude by
the power of the Holy Spirit as He calls us to put our Christian faith into action every
single day. He actually enables believers like us to show love to others when it's easy
and when it's hard. So at this church service, as we review the words of Luke, chapter
17, we pray with the disciples: “Lord, Increase Our Faith!”

Ask any parent who gets up at 2:00 a.m. and then 3:00 a.m. and then at 3:30 a.m. to
answer the cry of a sick little baby. Why do they do it? Because it's easy? No. It's
because that’s what love does. Or ask the father whose income is so small that after he
pays the rent and buys a few groceries, he has only a couple dollars to spare. But his
little girl has a birthday the next month. And even though it means that he will have to
go without lunch for the next three weeks to buy her the gift she wants, he sacrifices.
And why? Because that's what love does. Love puts the wants and needs of others
ahead of our own. This is the love God calls us to have every day for those we like and
especially, for those who may not like us. God commands husbands and wives right
now to have this kind of sacrificial love for each other, parents to have sacrificial love for
their children, children to have sacrificial for their siblings, and Christians to have
sacrificial love for every one else. It's the kind of love says, “He ain’t heavy, he’s my
brother.”

It must have seemed like Jesus was cracking a joke in the Upper Room when he gave a
visual demonstration of what it means to be a servant in God’s kingdom. As God’s
Son, Jesus is the master of all and he shows he’s the servant of all when he washed
their feet. Remember what happened on Maundy Thursday of Holy Week?. The
evening meal was served. Actually, it was the Last Supper. Maybe Jesus waited a few
minutes to see if any of the disciples would make the first move, but nobody did. |
wonder if at that moment Jesus thought back to the prayer of our text when they had
asked: “Lord, Increase Our Faith!’”?



Seeing that none of the disciples were moving, Jesus sprang into action. John tells us:
“So he (that is Jesus) got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and
wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and
began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped
around him.” (John 13:4,5) It was really a servant’s job that Jesus was doing, the
lowest of the low, washing dirty, smelly, feet. Yet, Jesus was teaching them (and us) a
timeless lesson. Jesus was teaching them that faith in Him actually produces love for
one another (yes, even a brother or sister) whatever the cost. When he finished
washing their feet Jesus asked them, “Do you understand what | have done for
you?” It was symbolic of his entire ministry especially what he was about to do for
then on the cross. It was why Jesus was born... to be a servant. He who is “not
ashamed to call us brothers” sacrificed his life so that we could live. What he had
just done for their feet with water and a towel, he would soon do to save souls, with his
blood on a cross. “Do understand what | have done for you?” You call me
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord’ and rightly so, for that is what | am. Now that I, your Lord
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. |
have set you and example that you should do as | have done for you. (John 13:12-
15). Jesus asks you the same question. Do you understand what sacrificial love is all
about? Then show it today to people you know who need it. So why are we so slow to
be a servant and sacrifice for others? Is it because we think that if we sacrifice too
much we won’t have enough for ourselves? If so... then we really need to pray: “Lord,
increase our faith!”

One of the names in American culture that is synonymous with wealth and
riches is the name “Rockefeller”. John D. Rockefeller was an oil man and was one of
the richest people who has ever lived. There was nothing that he could not provide for
his children. But did you know that he had a daughter who became obsessed with the
fear that she would die penniless? Imagine such a thing -- a Rockefeller worried about
money? In today’s terms, it would be like a family member of Elon Musk or Amazon’s
Jeff Bezos worried about money? Hardly.

Take that to the next level. Can you imagine a child of God worried sick that he or she
will go to God’s well for spiritual resources in a time of great need and find that well dry?
Could Jesus ever let us down or not do what He has promised? How we need to
consistently pray: “Lord, increase our faith!”

Of course, because we know the rest of Scripture, it would take a while for the disciples
to understand exactly what Jesus had done for them. But when they finally got it,
nothing could stop them from willingly serving Christ. They wore out their sandals going
from one community to the next telling others about Jesus Christ who came to save
sinners. They spoke up about God’s Word, when speaking up wasn’t the easy or
popular thing to do. They loved. They gave. They forgave — more than seventy times
seventy. It was who they were. They went the extra mile. They were Christians and it
wasn’t burden to serve others. They had the attitude: He ain’t heavy. He’s my brother



Is there someone you need to forgive right now? Forgive as the LORD has forgiven
you. Let that anger and hurt go. It's not worth hanging on to it. Is there someone you
need to serve this week? Serve them. Don’t miss out on the joy or purpose God has
prepared for you. Like the apostles, may this be our daily prayer, when it's easy and
when it's not: LORD, Increase Our Faith. Amen.



