2 THESSALONIANS 1:5-10

Last Judgment, November 15-17, 2025 Smith

5 All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. ° God is just: He will pay back
trouble to those who trouble you ’ and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well.
This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his
powerful angels. ® He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of
our Lord Jesus. ° They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might '° on the day he comes to be glorified
in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This includes
you, because you believed our testimony to you.?

This passage explains the final judgment in clear and simple terms. God will judge all:
Unbelievers will be punished in hell forever; believers will be brought to heaven forever. And
the often-challenging expression, “obey the Gospel,” is explained in the simplest of terms: “You
believed our (Gospel) testimony to you.”

Paul talks about “evidence” that God’s judgment is right. He is talking about what he said right
before this in the beginning of this letter: They were persevering, hanging in there, in their faith.
And they were going through a lot of persecutions and problems on account of their faith. This is
the evidence that the Devil had put a big red target on God’s church in Thessalonica, and by
“church” we really mean the people there, the people who put their faith in Jesus.

Because of their faith and because of the way they were holding up under all these troubles, God
was counting them “worthy of the kingdom of God.” We don’t make ourselves worthy of God
with things we do, or by being nice people. We are worthy because we trust in Jesus, and Jesus is
the one who is worthy. Imagine that your dad bought a Park Sticker for the whole season and put
it on the windshield of the car. When you take that car to Flandreau of whatever park you want to
get into, it’s the value of that Park sticker that gets you in, not your smile or your clothes or how
badly you want to go. And so it is with heaven. We are worthy because Jesus has made us
worthy.

But while we’re talking about being worthy, there is also another side to that, isn’t there? There
are those who are not worthy. For them, God’s justice is hard, severe. They are not rescued. They
are not saved. They are not forgiven. Heaven is not their eternal home.
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This will all come out and be done on Judgment Day. Listen again to these words: “When the
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will
punish...” You may have wondered about what some people say online or on TV or in some
pretty popular books about a rapture, about Christ coming a thousand years before the final
judgment day to set up a new kingdom on earth. This is not what the Bible actually says. There is
no passage in the Bible that would lead us even to suspect that this is what is going to happen. IN
our text, I’ll read it again, Paul says: “When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing
fire with his powerful angels, he will punish...” That’s judgment day. Because, Paul says, at the
very same time, the day he punishes unbelievers, “he will be glorified and marveled at by
believers.” Believers and unbelievers will be raised from the dead and judged on the same day,
not centuries apart. Jesus himself says, “The Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the
nations will mourn. And his angels will gather his elect from the four winds.”* So on Judgment
Day, unbelievers will be there to mourn and believers will be there to be gathered by the angels,
and that is the one return of Christ to earth.

Some of the signs of his return are given here by Paul: Jesus will appear coming down from
heaven, there will be blazing fire, and he will be with his powerful angels. And those who have
not believed or who do not know God at all will be punished in hell. Another way of saying this,
which lines up completely with what the Bible says, is this: “Only unbelief damns.”

The Holy Spirit exposes our sins here. It makes me ask myself, Have I done anything to turn
someone away from Christ? Have I behaved like a hypocrite? Have I failed to stand up for the
gospel when someone questioned God’s love and promises? Have I been sluggish to speak out
about Christ when someone says that there are many pathways to heaven? Of have I failed to set
a good example for my children? Have I taken them to church, talked about what we hear in
church, reminded them that it’s important for our souls to receive the Lord’s Supper to
strengthen our faith and once again receive forgiveness? Do I judge the speaker of a sermon, the
preacher, and fail to listen to the message?

And those are all Third Commandment sins, about remembering the Sabbath Day and loving the
word of God. There are plenty more sins to beware of. But Third Commandment sins can affect,
wreck, stain, or sour the faith of other people. It leaves us with the terrible question: Since only
unbelief damns, have I contributed to the unbelief of someone? Of anyone?

And what does that make me? Well, do not be afraid. You and I might have been used to test
someone’s faith, but we are not responsible for their unbelief. We do want to set a good example.
We do want to encourage faith.

2 See Matthew 16:30-31
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Remember what faith does. “Only faith saves.” That’s faith in Jesus, of course, because it was
the blood of Jesus on the cross, the life of Jesus given up on our account, that paid the terrible
price for our sins. And that is the Gospel message of Judgment Day. Jesus Christ is the one who
will judge us. But he is the one who saved us, and he is the one we trust in, and it is no mystery
to God or to his Son, Jesus Christ, which of us have faith in Christ-- for we are the ones
who have the Holy Spirit dwelling in us.

I was at a funeral last week, a Smith family funeral, and following the service and the committal,
we went out to a nice restaurant to share a meal and to talk and have some time together out of
the cold. And when my sons and I arrived, we weren’t quite sure where in the restaurant to go; it
was full of strangers. But we found the room, and it was full of warm, familiar faces. We were in
the right place. This is where we belonged.

And perhaps that’s another illustration of how God knows our faith. He reads our hearts, of
course. He knows our thoughts and our faith. But when the Father and the Son see the Holy
Spirit who dwells in this person, and this person, and that one, too. And in me. And in you.
These are warm, familiar faces. And you and I will be invited in to that banquet hall, and we will
know that we are in the right place. This is where we belong.

Until that day, what will you and I do with our faith? Shall we hide the Holy Spirit himself, who
has been with us since our baptism, and hide him under the bed, or under a bowl, to keep him
safe and out of the way? After all, can your faith or my faith save anyone?

Don’t underestimate the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Your faith can carry that Gospel to
the people all around you. What did Stephen say, the first Christian martyr, while people led by
the man we know as the Apostle Paul, threw rocks at him and killed him? He prayed for them!?
“Don’t hold this sin against them” he said, and then he died. And God did not hold that sin
against Paul, but put faith in Paul’s heart and strengthened that faith with the preaching of many
good Christians.

Prayer is powerful voice in God’s ear. Pray and repent of your own sins every night. Pray and

thank God for his protection and gifts every day. And pray to thank God that through faith-- for
only faith saves-- you and your loved ones will have nothing to fear from Judgment Day.
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