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Hebrews 11:32-40
God Turns Suffering into Rejoicing in Christ.

Carnation Procession
This is a St. Paul’s custom that began a few years
ago for Saints Triumphant/All Saints’ Sunday as a
way for our congregation to remember their loved
ones whom the Lord has called out of this life to
eternal life. It’s a profession of faith in Jesus’
promise, “l am the resurrection and the life. The
one who believes in me will live, even though they
die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never
die” (John 11:25,26). It is a fitting custom for Saints
Triumphant/All Saints’ Sunday and operates
similarly to the Palm Sunday palm frond procession.

Verse 32: God has called so many believers home to
heaven. God used them to make great impacts on his
kingdom and his people. Who are some of the
Christians now in heaven that made a big impact on
your life?

How did they make a big impact on you/for you?

Verse 33-34: God delivers his people from so many
difficulties and dangers throughout their lives before
he finally delivers them home to heaven. What are
some dangers and difficulties that God has delivered
you from?

What are some things you are still waiting for
deliverance on?

Verse 35: God used his prophets to raise the dead
(The prophets Elijah and Elisha). Some Prophets and
believers refused to renounce their faith and be
spared. Instead they went to death confessing their
faith. What is the better resurrection they gained?

Verse 36-37: How are ways that Christians suffer
today because they profess, live and teach the good
news about Jesus?

- throughout the world -

-in America —

-in New Ulm —

Verse 38: This whole chapter is about people living
by faith, “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for
and assurance about what we do not see.” (11:1).

We trust God’s promises and commands even when
we can’t see them or feel them. What are some
promises of God you hold close even though you
can’t see their fulfillment with your eyes or feel them
with your heart and emotions?

How do Christians often feel as we live trusting in
Jesus in a sin-sick world?

How is the world not worthy of believers who live
their faith?

The world was not worthy of Jesus. Why did he
humble himself to be born into this world?

Verse 39-40: You have gotten to see so many
promises of the Old Testament fullfilled in Jesus, the
most important being that he lived for us, died on
the cross to pay our debt of sin, and rose from the
grave to prove our forgiveness and eternal life. What
promises are we waiting for that we will enjoy with
all the saints who have gone before?

How does their example encourage you to live your
faith today?
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