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When our kids figured out how to pour their own cereal and milk and use the tv remote, it was
a relief. It meant that on Saturday mornings they didn’t have to wake us up at 6:00am to get their
cereal and turn on their show. One morning a couple months later | realized that they had watched
through all the seasons of the original Transformers. Guidelines were put in place. But everyone at
our house knew the theme song for the transformers— “more than meets the eye.” Transformers hid in
plain sight as a semi-truck or car and then transformed into something amazing. Today the writer to
the Hebrews speaks of Old Testament believers who have gone before and helps us see, they too
and we are more than meets the eye. Why? Because of Jesus. Today we see

God Turns Suffering into Rejoicing in Christ.
Theirs.
Ours.

And what more shall | say? | do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and
Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms,
administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, quenched the fury
of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who
became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. Women received back their dead, raised to life
again. There were others who were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even
better resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were
put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in
sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated — the world was not worthy of them.
They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. These were all
commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, since God had
planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect.

The writer to the Hebrews said earlier, “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and
assurance about what we do not see” (11:1). We read about the heroes of faith on the pages of
Scripture with all their difficulties, sins, and struggle. In those dark days they followed the Lord and
held on to his promises. God used them to rescue his people. God was their source of strength as
they survived dark days and impossible odds. This has often been the case for believers whether the
struggle is outside vs. visible armies, or inside vs. the sinful nature and the devil’s lies. They looked
to the One who was to come, the promised Savior, no matter what kings, armies, or even death
confronted them, even though they never saw that day arrive in their lifetime.

God used the prophets to deliver the message that turned people from sin or sadly was
rejected in unbelief. Yet the faithful endured. God used them to do impossible things — even raising
the dead like the prophets Elijah and Elisha did. To the naked eye it may look as though God
rewarded their bravery and faithfulness with torture and death as unbelieving kings and leaders
mocked and ridiculed the prophets and even made them suffer in awful ways — death by stoning,
being sawed in two. The only place they could rest was in holes in the ground or caves. They went
without. They were wanderers. To what we could see, they died or were killed and what of it?

It begs the question for us: Is living a Christian life and holding to the promises of God no
matter how strong the opposition worth it? Especially considering the facts that we know some of
these people the writer mentions. David was a powerful king, sure, but an adulterer and murderer.
Samuel was a judge and prophet, but his kids were so wayward it was one of the excuses why they
wanted a king. Elijah was so depressed he tried to walk off the job and wanted to die. What about you
and me? What sins are in our past? If God had somebody write about all our deeds and even the
things we thought we had covered up, what would it say? We are not worthy! We are not worthy to
even be called Christians and saints when people look at some of the things we’ve done, said, and



thought. But what does the writer say? “the world was not worthy of them...These were all
commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised.”

They were counted unworthy by the world and treated so, but considered worthy by God.
Why? By God'’s Grace. In faith they held on to the promise. By faith you hold to it too. They had so
much less to work with — they didn’t have the Gospels or Paul’s letters or any of the New Testament
to see how all of it was fulfilled. Yet the Holy Spirit used the Word they had to create faith and work
repentance in their hearts to turn from sin, to look to Him for forgiveness. By faith they were counted
as righteous and they were counted worthy. The same is true for you and me. The worthy one, Jesus
Christ, fulfilled all the promises and proved all their sightless certainty. Jesus faced all of the things
they did. He had no sin of his own, but took on their sin, yours and mine and suffered the unthinkable
on that cross — repairing for us the relationship that our sin had sawed in two so that we have peace
with God the Almighty. Sin — forgiven, a better resurrection not just to be raised to live in a sinful
world again, but to be raised on the last day, bodies glorified and all of us with all the saints on earth
and hosts of heaven united with our Savior Jesus forever.

God had them wait for the promise to come — hundreds upon hundreds of years. Why? God
had them wait for you so that you could see the promises fulfilled and look through the eyes of faith to
see what awaits us. And so we live by faith too.

There will be a day when we are taken home to heaven either at our death or if Jesus comes
back first. We will meet those who have gone before in the clouds to be with the Lord forever. How
we yearn for that last day! We wait on the Lord because “God had planned something better for us so
that only together with us would they be made perfect.”

So live. Don’t give in to the darkness or let go of God’s good promises and commands. Live by
faith in the one who they trusted and who has come and conquered death and lives. Go to the
callings God has given you in your life — serve. And do it to his glory. Spite the devil and his attacks
and live in joy even though you don’t always feel it because you have certainty and sure hope in
Jesus and what God has prepared for us. Live your faith in the day to day. If you are rejected,
mocked, persecuted, you don’t have to like it, but know you are in good company and don’t give up.
The world is not worthy of you. God has counted you worthy by his Grace. God will use you.

The writer said something wonderful, “whose weakness was turned to strength.” You may look
at yourself as weak, miserable, a nobody. But you aren’t. God uses you. Continue in him even when
you face suffering of all kinds, even if it is only the many crosses God gives you to bear that no one
sees. God will see you through like he did those heroes of faith. “There were others who were
tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better resurrection.” You and | will go
through many hardships entering the kingdom of God. Don’t lose heart. Look at all those who have
gone before. They lived by faith. So do we. And God has something better planned for all of us when
Christ returns on the Last Day. Live in that joy and peace now knowing God turns Suffering into
Rejoicing in Christ. Theirs and Ours. Amen.



