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I S A I A H   8 : 1 9 – 9 : 4 
================================================================================== 

Third Sunday in Epiphany, January 25, 2026          Smith 

 

Jesus is the Light 

  
19 When someone tells you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter, 

should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living? 
20 Consult God’s instruction and the testimony of warning. If anyone does not speak 
according to this word, they have no light of dawn. 21 Distressed and hungry, they will 

roam through the land; when they are famished, they will become enraged and, looking 

upward, will curse their king and their God. 22 Then they will look toward the earth 

and see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into utter 

darkness.  9 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. 

In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future 

he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— 2 The 

people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep 

darkness a light has dawned. 3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when 

dividing the plunder. 4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke 
that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 

 

This passage reaches to the heart of the season and word “Epiphany,” which means “to 
appear,” or “give light,” or “be revealed.” In this season following Christmas, we have 
lessons from the Gospels and the other parts of Scripture that reveal and display Jesus Christ 

to us-- such as when the Wise Men came to see the baby Jesus, and when Jesus was baptized 

and the Father and the Holy Spirit were revealed as well, and in his miracles.  

 

Here Isaiah begins to do the same thing, but he begins by revealing what we mean by 

“darkness” before displaying the light of Jesus Christ. This darkness begins with people who 

call themselves “spiritual,” but who refuse to acknowledge the true Spirit of spirits, the Lord 
of lords. Mediums, spiritists, sorcerers, witches, astrologers, those who consult the Zodiac or 

the Tarot deck, but what do they know about the true God? They are like a plumber who 

spends all of his time behind the stove-- but that’s not where the pipes are. What does a witch 

or an astrologer have insight into that would help anyone? The idea of consulting the dead or 

the stars or the flights of birds or the gyrating Brownian motions of smoke in the evening 

breeze are no different than those who attempt to say prayers to the saints. None of that is 

heard by God, and none of it will get anyone any insight. The dead won’t help. The stars are 
set where they are by God himself to help us tell night from day, not to reveal whether you 
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should plant tomatoes next spring as oppose to radishes. The flights of birds get birds where 

they’re going, and nothing else. If you have something to enquire about, ask God. But ask in 
faith, because a prayer that is not prayed in faith is not a prayer to God, and God doesn’t 
open other people’s mail. He will only answer prayers that are addressed to him.  
 

But so many are roaming, looking for answers to their questions; so very many are in 

darkness and in deep distress. This is the darkness Isaiah describes; spiritual darkness. And 

he throws the thoughts of the people of Jerusalem up north. “Think of those poor people up 

in Galilee,” he says. In Isaiah’s time, Galilee had been humbled by God; the Assyrians had 

come and conquered the north, and placed that used to be known by the names of their 

Hebrew tribes, like Zebulun and Naphtali, were now known by a new word, “The Circle of 
Nations” or the “Circle of the Gentiles,” which is what “Galilee” means. “The circle of 
‘Them,’” the Gentiles, outside of the Hebrew fellowship, people who pray to false gods and 

don’t obey the law of Moses, so that the poor Israelites who live up there, the remnant, are 
surrounded on every side by spiritual darkness and unbelief.  

 

But God shows his strength in weakness. “He chose the lowly things of this world and the 
despised things-- and the things that are not-- to nullify the things that are” (1 Cor 1:28). So it was 

those people, up in Galilee, who would see Christ when he came. They heard him preach, 

witnessed his miracles, were healed by his miracle! They looked into his eyes and saw his 

compassion, the understanding and the grace of God, and they would be given the light of 

God’s personal teaching and ministry. This was their light, the source of their joy.  

 

Like when the harvest is finally brought in, and food for the family and for the animals is 

securely in the barns, not just for the winter, but for another year. Their joy is like that of 

soldiers getting paid after a battle is won, or like that amazing victory in the days of the 

Judges when the Midianites were defeated. 

 

But that defeat was more than a military victory. In Judges 7, this was the time when Gideon 

was told by God to reduce the number of warriors. So an army of 32,000 became an army of 

10,000, but this was still too many. So Gideon tested the way the men drank from the brook, 

and the smaller group (300 men who lapped water from hand to mouth) were all the Lord 

needed to defeat the Midianite war machine. But all they had to do was make noise, that the 

Lord miraculously caused the Midianites to turn on one another in panic and confusion. 

Israel did not draw a single sword to win that victory. And so it is with us when we put our 

faith in Christ. He is the one who shatters the power of the oppressor, the yoke of slavery that 

all mankind lives under.  
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The Law is what shows us that we have sinned. The consequence of sin is death. And so 

these opponents, the Law, sin, and death, are what Christ overcame for us. First, he kept the 

law in our place. Sinful people like us can’t possibly keep the law in the perfect way that is 

demanded by the law. But Jesus did. And keeping the law that way, he committed no sin at 

all. And without sin, death loses its power. It could try to grasp Christ in its grave, but have 

swallowed him, it had to give him up, because here was one who had not sinned, who obeyed 

the law, and therefore was not under the power of the grave at all. And out he came, risen, 

free forever. And all of us who put our faith in him are free from the same things.  

 

A sin, a sin like apathy, which is not caring, especially not caring about God wants us to do 

or to have, is what brings on more and more sin. Apathy is a magnet for trouble, because it’s 

like turning off the furnace when it’s 20 below outside. The cold starts to come right away, 

and every time somebody opens the door it only gets worse and worse, until you have frozen 

yourself. Apathy keeps God’s blessings away, the warmth and the light of his love and 

compassion. And there’s nothing we can do to fix that ourselves; more and more sin and the 

cold of uncertainty and mistrust gets into the bones, and darkness and doubt and superstition 

and all of the other things take over.  

 

But Christ our Lord comes and fires up the light and the warmth of his love. In Jesus, all of 

the burden of sin is removed, the guilt of our sins, the eternal consequences of our sins-- this 

is the yoke that is shattered, the bar that is broken, and the rod of our oppressor. This is what 

comes through the gospel, the only gospel. Just like the little company of soldiers in the days 

of Gideon, the enemy is not defeated with strength or with swords, but by the power of 

God’s word.  

 

Every other path-- astrology, false spirituality, meditation that doesn’t look to the Word, and 

of course all false religions-- lead only to darkness and death. But Christ is the light of 

everlasting life. And how do we receive what he gives? The same way we receive warmth on 

a cold day. With thanks, and without turned away. There is nothing required of us to be 

forgiven; it has already happened on the cross. Don’t let anyone cover up the light of that 

message with doubt or the mythology of choices to be made. Trust in your Savior, tye true 

light for all mankind.  

 

And the peace of God, that transcends our understanding, guards our hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

 


