
February 14-15-16, 2026 – Transfiguration Sunday
Preacher:  Pastor Scott Oelhafen

Sermon Text 2 Peter 1: 16-19
Sermon Theme:  Did You Catch Peter's Eyewitness Report?
I. Do you see what he saw?  II. Do you hear what he heard?

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. 17 He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came 
to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I 
am well pleased.”[b] 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when 
we were with him on the sacred mountain.  19 We also have the prophetic message 
as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to 
a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in 
your hearts. II Peter 1: 16-19

Dear Christian friends,

     If you’ve spent much time watching network tv, you’ve probably heard something like 
this before:  "We interrupt this program to bring you a special report."  This 
announcement may have taken place during your favorite comedy or drama series.  
Now, they’ve got your attention.  A news anchor appeared and informed you of a 
breaking news story about world politics or the economy.  Video cameras took us "on 
the scene" to inform us of the latest details.  A trusted reporter would give an 
eyewitness update on the situation, with the latest facts.

     Here in 2026, we live in a news-conscious society.  There’ve been many 
advancements in communication like satellite TV, streaming video, and social media.  
News stories are beamed across the world within moments of them actually happening.  
We trust these eyewitness teams to bring us accurate information of what they see and 
hear.

     In our sermon reading for today, we’re given a more important eyewitness account.  
Our reporter's name is none-other-then Simon Peter.  He reports to us on the scene in 
his second letter about the Transfiguration of Jesus Christ.  You know what happened.  
On that day almost 2000 years ago, Jesus took three of His disciples up a mountain.  
These disciples were Peter (our reporter), James, and John.  On that mountain, these 
three men saw for themselves the true facts that Jesus is not only 100% true man, but 
also 100% true God.  As we focus our attention on 2 Peter, chapter 1, we’ll answer the 
question:  Did You Catch Peter's Eyewitness Report?  We'll take a closer look at 
what Peter saw.  And we’ll listen to what Peter heard.  This weekend is known 
throughout Christendom as "Transfiguration Sunday".  And we would do well to tune in 
to our eyewitness reporter, Peter, to understand what the Transfiguration of Jesus still 
means to us today.
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     Peter began his eyewitness report:  16 For we did not follow cleverly devised 
stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but 
we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  To help you understand his report better, let's 
look at the reason Peter wrote this letter.  Peter wrote two letters that are included in the 
Bible.  He wrote his first letter to encourage the believers of the early Christian church 
as they faced religious persecution.  Now, he wrote this letter to help protect them from 
false teachers that were infiltrating the church.  If Satan can’t stop people from coming 
to hear God’s Word in the front door, he will try to confuse them.  These believers 
needed encouragement.  False teachers were trying to discredit the testimony of Peter 
and the other apostles for their own personal benefit.  Our reporter, Peter, assures them 
that his testimony was no fairy tale.  It was not fake news.  Peter's testimony was 
credible.  After all, Peter spent three years with Jesus as His close disciple.  He 
personally saw what happened at the Transfiguration of Jesus.  He was an eyewitness.  
And he had had the testimony of James and John to back him up.

     Well, what did Peter see?  Our text reads:  17 He received honor and glory from 
God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This 
is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”[b]   Peter saw the majesty of 
Jesus.  First, He saw the glory of Jesus.  The dictionary definition of Transfiguration as a 
“change in form or appearance."  Up till now, Jesus looked like any ordinary 30-
something Middle Eastern-man.  But now, Jesus revealed to them just a small glimpse 
of His Heavenly glory.  Luke's Gospel tells us:  he took Peter, John and James with 
him and went up onto a mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the appearance of 
his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning.  Wow!  
Can you imagine how Peter felt?  He was in the presence and glory of the one, true 
God.  No tricks.  Just facts, heavenly facts.

     Peter also saw the power of Jesus.  Besides the heavenly change of His face and 
clothes, Peter saw another miracle of Jesus.  There were two other men who appeared 
at the Transfiguration.  Scripture tells us their names:  Moses and Elijah, two of the most 
famous prophets of the OT.  What kind of awesome power Jesus displayed to bring 
back two men who had been dead for over 900 years (@1400)!  "Now, you're playing 
with power."  Peter saw it all.  This power changed Peter's life.  It removed all doubt for 
Peter who Jesus was – His identity was revealed.   This event strengthened Peter’s 
faith.  He was sure that Jesus was the Messiah.  It made such an effect on his life that 
Peter now recorded it for people of all time.

     Did you catch Peter's eyewitness report?  Did you see what Peter saw?  Through 
Peter's testimony recorded for all to see in the Bible, we too see the majesty of Jesus.  
Who do you say Jesus Christ is?  This is the most important question anyone will ever 
ask you.  That’s the question God will ask you on Judgement Day.  Why should God let 
any of us into His heaven?  The world mistakenly looks at Jesus as only a man.  The 
Jehovah Witnesses say Jesus was only a man.  The Mormons say Jesus was a good 
example.  The government looks at Jesus as a revolutionary or freedom-fighter. But it’s 
been said: “if you and I meet and you forget me, you’ve lost nothing.  But if you and 
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Jesus meet and you forget Him, you’ve lost everything.”  The transfiguration shows 
Jesus to be True God as well as True man.  No ordinary man could look like that.  Jesus 
had to be the God-man to the Savior of the world.  As true man, He could be under the 
law of God  the same law that we are under.  As true man, He could die in our place to 
pay the penalty for our sins.  As true God, He could keep all of God's laws perfectly for 
every time we didn’t.  As true God, He could also rise from the dead.  That’s Bible fact.

     We see Jesus as the God-man in His Transfiguration.  His Transfiguration reveals 
the heavenly glory of Jesus.  Beginning next week, our church calendar says we are in 
a new church season, the 6-week season of Lent.  We will hear firsthand from other 
eyewitnesses in the Bible how Jesus suffered, died, and rose again for our sins.  But 
don't be faked out.  Jesus didn't suffer because sinful man forced Him with spears and 
swords.  Jesus is God and He could have said at any time: "forget it."  Rather, He 
suffered because He loved us and gave himself for us.

     We also see His awesome power in the transfiguration.  Jesus did many other 
miracles when He was on earth --feeding of the 5000, healing the blind, even raising 
Lazarus from the dead.  This illustration may help to show Jesus power.  At a certain 
conference, an atheist tried to show that Jesus' raising Lazarus from the dead was just 
a trick.  He reasoned that Lazarus just pretended to die and that other people who were 
in on the trick "buried Lazarus"  After a few days later, Jesus would come to the 
gravesite and call Lazarus' name and Lazarus would come out out of the grave and 
people would say Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.  To clinch his point, this atheist 
asked the audience:  "Can anyone tell me why Jesus would say, 'Lazarus, come out?'"  
An old Christian stood up and said, "If  Jesus had not said the name, Lazarus, the whole 
graveyard of Bethany would have come out of their graves."  Now that’s power.  Did you 
catch Peter's eyewitness report?  Do you see what Peter see?

     Not only do eyewitnesses report the things that they see, but they also report what 
they hear.  Our eyewitness reporter, Peter, shares that information with us.  Our text 
continues:  17 He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice 
came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased.”[b] 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven 
when we were with him on the sacred mountain.    What exactly did Peter hear at 
the Transfiguration?  Peter heard a voice that spoke with authority.  Peter didn't just 
hear a noise.  He heard:  God, the Father, who spoke from heaven in an audible voice 
for the second time (the first was at Jesus' Baptism).  That voice again directed them to 
Jesus.  When God said "This is my Son, whom I love," He designated Jesus as the Son 
of God.  When God said "with Him I am well-pleased," God showed that He accepted 
Jesus' mission to be our Savior.

     Did you catch Peter's eyewitness report?  Did you hear what he heard?  In our day, 
God doesn't speak to us in the same way. Instead, we hear God speaking to us every 
day in the Bible.  That’s the place we have reliable information about Jesus. In the Bible, 
God tells us what He's thinking.  God designated Jesus as His Son in many different 
passages of the Bible.  When we hear about all the miracles that Jesus has done, there 
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can be no doubt that Jesus is the Son of God.  In His Word, He tells us what His will is.  
He wants all people to be saved and come to the knowledge of that truth.  God's Word 
is like a pointer stick or laser.  Remember the pointer your teachers used in school.  
They would use it to point your attention to a math problem or a word on the screen.  
Well, God's Word points us to Jesus.  He directs our attention in both the Old and New 
Testaments to point to Jesus as the Savior of the world.  All the prophesies of the OT 
about Jesus came to fulfillment in the NT.  

     It easy to forget the Bible is such a great blessing to us.  We hear God’s voice 
speaking to us.  And with the eyewitness account of Peter and the other disciples, we 
are exactly one witness away from the ones who saw Christ.  Through the 66 books 
from Genesis to Revelation, relayed through over 40 authors through inspiration of God, 
over 1500 years, we have God's reliable Word, all we need for our salvation.  Peter's 
report tells us that God still speaks to His believers.

Who’s your favorite news anchor you trust?  For me, it was a CBS news anchor named 
Walter Cronkite.  Remember him?  If you do, this will make more sense.  He would end 
his newscasts the way I’m ending this sermon.  “And that's the way it was, 
Transfiguration Sunday, February 14/15/16, 2026. This has been Pastor Scott Oelhafen, 
preaching on 2 Peter, chapter 1, asking this question:  “Did you catch Peter's 
eyewitness report?  Did you see what Peter saw?  Did you hear what Peter heard?  As 
we walk out of our church doors, God returns us to our regularly scheduled lives to live 
as His lights shining in this dark world, changed for the better.  Amen.  


