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a John 14:6; John 10:9. Quote is from the Formula of Concord (SD XI:66-67).

G E N E S I S 1 : 1 - 1 3
==================================================================================
Holy Trinity Sunday May 31, 2025 Smith

The Lord Has Made All Things

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless
and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering
over the waters. 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that
the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light
“day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was
morning—the first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from water.”
7 So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the water above it.
And it was so. 8 God called the vault “sky.” And there was evening, and there was
morning—the second day.

9 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry
ground appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered
waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the land
produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it,
according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land produced vegetation: plants
bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to
their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening, and there was
morning—the third day.

Today we contemplate the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. God is not three gods, but one God
only. Yet the Bible teaches us a mystery: God, who is One, is three persons. Not “three
people,” for God is a spirit and is One, but we use the term “persons” so that we can have
just enough language to understand what the Bible says about God without making up new
details that might blaspheme God. The three persons are Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And
one of our Lutheran Confessions explains that “the entire holy Trinity, God the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, directs all people to Christ… For the Father has decreed from
eternity that whomever he would save he would save through Christ, as Christ himself
says, ‘No one comes to the Father except through me,’ and again, ‘Anyone who enters
by me will be saved.’a Jesus will not turn anyone away who comes to him in faith.”
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God, our Triune God, lived as he always has, in eternity, with no beginning. But we know
from the Scriptures that in that eternity, God thought about us, pondered us, planned for us,
loved us, and chose us to be his people. And he planned to make us a physical home. And
there and then, in eternity, he did something to eternity, something new. He made something
that would not be eternal. Moses our author simply says that God “made the heavens and the
earth, the formless, empty, and dark earth. Or as our own Professor Nass has said: “The
heavens and the earth, this pair encapsulates everything that God created—the entire
universe.” (“Joel” p. 446).

Moses doesn’t use the same words to begin with that he uses later on. He does not quote God
saying, “Let there be heavens and the earth.” Maybe this is because those things to begin
with were not as they are now, and he would change them, form them, shape them like a
potter or an artist, to suit his purpose and to teach us, looking back, something about his love
for us.

Like a boy in a bathtub, the Lord took the shapeless thing he had made, this droplet of water
(huge to us, almost 8,000 miles across, but tiny to him, just a drop), and as he shaped it, the
Holy Spirit was there, hovering over the surface of the deep water. His role is as “the Lord,
the Giver of Life,” and the Spirit’s task is to bring to life what is made, so that the seas and
the other things God makes will produce living things-- for He is not the God of the dead,
but of the living (Mt. 22:32).

In the third verse, the Son speaks: “Let there be light.” How do we know that this is God
the Son? Because the Gospel tells us: “He himself is the Word of God, and without him
all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made” (John 1:1,3).
And here we can answer all of those sceptics who claim that there were no eyewitnesses to
the Creation, for there were two or three witness, just as Scripture demands: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Each of them active, but with one purpose, one power, one infinite, eternal,
almighty God.

Since our text says that this was “in the beginning,” we see that in addition to our world, time
was one of the created things on this first day of creation, and time ticked then just as it does
now, not faster as the ancient philosophers believed, nor slower as some today want to say in
order to harmonize the conclusions of evolution and geology with the text. No: The clock
then told the time just as it does today. God made the earth, light, dark, and time. “There
was evening and there was morning, and that was day one;” a day, the same length as
today.
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Then God stretched out the heavens like a tent and, as Psalm 102 says in its lovely poetry,
“he laid the beams of his upper chambers on the clouds.” God divided water above from
water below, and the droplet God had suspended in the vastness of space now had a sky, with
seas beneath and clouds above, water separated from water-- a simple thing to say; beyond
any of us ever to do.

In the third day, God brought out the land from beneath the depths of the sea. With each new
task he was preparing this place for us, THE place, for you, to live. You were always on his
mind, as Paul says: “He chose us in him before the creation of the world” (Eph. 1:4). And
God himself said, “The earth took shape like clay under a seal” (Job 38:14), that is, just as a
ring or a special ancient cylinder makes a perfect print in clay as you press it down or roll it
across, so the earth was formed, exactly as God has planned it.

So God made the earth, and then, like a newborn baby, he wrapped it and clothed it and
bundled it tight, to care for it. But the world is not the end and crown of creation. He
prepared it for what was to come.

In the beginning, before the fall, nothing was sterile; nothing was useless. Everything had its
good purpose. Listen carefully to the language Moses uses: “Seed-bearing plants with seed
in them; trees bearing fruit with seed in it.” In modern gardening terms, there were no
“annuals,” but only “perennials.” The creation was made to thrive, the flourish, to be useful
for man-- who was not yet made. But God was setting the stage, making the world suitable
and just right. He was building up his perfect creation in order to be ready for the crown of
his creation. You are that crown.

In the First Commandment, God commands us to have and to worship to other gods but him.
It is there in the First Commandment that we hold up the mirror of God’s law to look at our
sins. It begins with doubting God and anything and everything that he does. God did not
make the world and the universe because he was lonely. He did not throw the world together
all slap-dash with no thought about what would transform. Everything that he made he made
for our benefit. So when we question God and wonder, “Are you even paying attention to
what’s happening to me? Have you forgotten about me?” we must repent. Do not question
God. Do not challenge him. He made everything for our good and for our benefit. Even
down to the smallest creatures, strangest plants, yet undiscovered things beneath the depths
of the seas-- all of it is for our good. We may not yet understand it all, like a foolish man
wandering into the shop and mocking the walls with all of the tools there, who may cut
himself on a sharp edge, or burn himself by a hot point, but the craftsman laughs because he
knows each purpose of each item. So it is with our heavenly Father. Everything has a
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purpose. And as a gentle father, he loves us and he forgives us, even our doubt and the way
we question him. And he keeps on loving us.

The creation gives him glory, since no one else is capable of what he has done. And the
Creation and this account of the creation reveals God’s love for us by giving us this domain.
The Creation account also stirs up our understanding of God’s wisdom. And fourthly, the
Creation account brings out our affection, stirring up our love for God for what he has done,
and how he has made us.

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: God has loved us, planned for us, made a place for us, placed
us in that place, and has moved all things and all of history so that we would come to be, so
that we would come to faith, and so that we would be his children and his companions in
Paradise to give him glory and be loved by him forever. Amen.
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b See Luther’s Works, Volume 1, page 11.

It is folly to argue much about God outside and before time, because this is an effort to understand God
without a covering, the uncovered divine essence. Since this is impossible, God wraps himself in his
works so that we can see him in those things, in baptism, in the absolution, in the promises of the gospel.
If you depart from these, you will be floating or swimming in an area where there is no measure, no space
or time or knowledge.b So ponder what God has done, not what you imagine he might be, or might do, or
might not. We are saved by what he has done.
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