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Sinners Saved and Serving.

Moses had made a royal mess of things. Most of the first 40 years of his life were spent as the
adopted grandson of Pharaoh. When he was 40 he thought he would help his fellow Israelites who
were oppressed in slavery. One day he saw an Egyptian beating an Israelite. He killed the Egyptian
and buried him in the sand. He thought he had gotten away with it, like a caped hero. The next day
when he saw two Israelites fighting he rebuked the one in the wrong. The Israelite asked him who
made him ruler and judge and if he was going to kill him too like he did the Egyptian. Moses knew his
goose was cooked. Pharaoh found out and tried to kill him. Moses fled far away to what we might call
the dark side of the moon – Midian. He helped some women water their flocks at a well, even chased
away some bullies. He was welcomed into that family and tribe. He married, had a kid, worked for his
father-in-law as a shepherd for 40 years. Moses was now 80 years old and this life looked nothing like
the life he ran from, the life he had made a royal mess of. Now, it seems he lived mostly a solitary life
as a shepherd, until he atop of desert mountain he saw a bush that would not burn up. God would
soon change his life once more.

Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led
the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of
the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was
on fire it did not burn up. So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight – why the bush
does not burn up.” When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within
the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take
off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” Then he said, “I am the God of
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his
face, because he was afraid to look at God. The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my
people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned
about their suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to
bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey – the
home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. And now the cry of the
Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. So now, go. I
am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God,
“Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” And God said, “I will be
with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the
people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.” Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the
Israelites and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is
his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to
say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The
LORD, the God of your fathers – the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob – has
sent me to you.’ “This is my name forever, the name you shall call me from generation to generation.

Sinners Saved and Serving. Moses rightly asked, “Who am I?” He had made a royal mess.
Humanly thinking you couldn’t pick a worse candidate – Moses had tried to be the hero, failed, and
became a byword and fugitive for forty years. People don’t forget so easily. Moses had learned to live
in Midian. But God loved his people. God speaks in terms we can relate to. “I have indeed seen the
misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am
concerned about their suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians
and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land…” It wasn’t about Moses on a
mountain scared out of his mind. It was about God and his love for his people. God was going to do
this. That would be clear, not the mess-maker Moses. “Who am I?” is the right question.

Who was Moses? Isn’t this how God works? He uses the foolish things to shame the wise, the
weak things to shame the strong, the things that aren’t he makes something (1 Corinthians 1:27). The



dead he raises. Who are we? We’ve made messes – at work, in school, in relationships, in marriage,
in personal lives, our public lives, in our own souls. We don’t need another forty years to see we too
are Sinners deserving of God’s wrath and punishment. The more we look to ourselves to save
anyone even ourselves, we make a royal mess. We think we know the way to fix, solve, get it done.
We find ourselves on the path to Midian. Who are we?

To Moses God broke 400 years of silence speaking out of a bush on a desert mountain. There
he tells Moses that it is He, the LORD God, who will rescue his people. It would be clear who was
doing it, not Moses. The LORD shows Moses why he can go this time and it will work, why he can go
back to the place of his failure and it will work. And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the
sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will
worship God on this mountain.” God was with him. That’s why it will work. God is the One who saves,
not Moses, not me, not you.

This is a lesson we need to learn. We know who we are – sinners who couldn’t save
ourselves or anyone else. That’s why we needed God with us. Literally, we needed “Immanuel,” God
with us, the one born of the virgin Mary, who fulfilled sign after sign after sign to prove to us and all
the world that this is the one who will save. It is not us. Did not Jesus prove this? His disciples
deserted him. The Israelite leaders rejected him and put him on a cross. They all had made a
damnable royal mess. So we know who we are. But who is he? God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I
AM.” The One who made the heavens and the earth. The One who is not a creation of anyone and
has no beginning or end. The One who is of himself and needs no one else. He is the only God, the
LORD. The Only God was going to rescue his people. He did this for Moses and the Israelites. They
worshiped God on that mountain. This true Only God rescued more than just his people out of Egypt
and its oppression. He came down in the flesh to carry out the greatest rescue for all people for all
people of all time in a far greater act. He spoke not out of a burning bush, but with the cry of a babe
born in Bethlehem. He took upon himself all the royal messes, all the failures that we are, the great
sin and sinfulness we have piled up, and He suffered for it on the cross to pay the debt we could not
pay. He died for us. And then he rose. He lives. He ascended. He rules. This is who He is. He is the
One LORD God, and he saves. He has saved you, the royal mess like Moses. He has forgiven you.
He wants you to go too.

So go to the callings he’s given you, to the crosses, the work, the life. We can go and live
confident not in our own righteousness, because we are simply Sinners Saved by Him. We can go
and Serve not worried about, “Who am I,” but taking on the heart of him who saw, and heard and
was concerned, and we can live to bring Him glory in all we do, to be concerned about Him and how
to serve Him. It’s about Him.

God allowed Moses to be emptied out of himself, and now at 80 God sends him back to the
royal mess to Serve, to bring Him glory, and rescue His people. Empty yourself out of worry about
yourself, and may we worry about Him, how we can bring Him glory now and forever.

Jesus loved to quote this section. When people challenged him about who he is, he said, “Very
truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” (John 8:58). Then he quotes this
again, “But about the resurrection of the dead – have you not read what God said to you, “I am the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but of the
living.” Moses eventually went. God was with him and delivered his people. He was a Sinner Saved
and Serving. You go now too – emptied out of yourself worried not about yourself Whom am I? but
looking only to Him, who he is, and what he has done for you. You are a Sinner Saved and Serving.
Amen.


