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1st Article: Creation; Made in the Image of God
26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 

 27 So God created mankind in his own image, 

   in the image of God he created them; 

   male and female he created them. 

 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

    29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
    31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.
You probably noticed right away that this is the more general description of the making of mankind; the making of Adam and Eve is retold in chapter 2 with more specifics. But here in chapter 1 we have more than enough to ponder; too much! Six verses are too big a bite, but we will make a beginning, at least. 

First, God says, “Let us make mankind” and then “God created mankind.” And this making was done differently from the rest of the creation. For while God said, “Let there be” and there were magnificent things: the world, light, dark, the sea, the forests, the moon, time, the tides, and so on, man was made differently. And while we are told in chapter two that God formed the birds and the animals from the soil, just as he fashioned man from the soil of the earth, God did not consult anyone to make the birds and the animals, and God did not breathe a soul into the birds or the animals. Man was made differently. 

When God says, “Let us make,” what shall we make of it? Who is God talking to? “Let us make” involves other listeners. With these words Moses our author makes certain that we already now understand something of the mystery of our faith: God is one God, but God is three persons, he is the Father, he is the Son, he is the Holy Spirit. When he says, “Let us make,” he can only be speaking in this arena; the Son, perhaps, saying to the Father and the Spirit, or the Father, perhaps, saying to the Spirit and the Son. We don’t need to decide this. But we do need to acknowledge that God is not speaking, for example, to the angels. (1) Why were they not consulted previously? (2) What concern is the creation of man to the angels? (3) God is speaking to those who will make and create; this is the Trinity, not the angels. (4) Both “Let us make” and “God made” are identical in their result. The angels did not make; this was God speaking to God.. 
Man was given a twofold life: one physical and temporary, the other spiritual and eternal. He was given this life by God our Maker, not by the earth. The earth and its creatures did not evolve to somehow and by accident produce a primitive form of being that became man. Adam was not a Neanderthal nor an Australopithecine nor any other primitive non-human. He was our physical father and ancestor, just as Eve his wife was our physical mother and ancestor-- the progenitors of us all. 
Adam and Eve were given a blessing and a command unlike any of the animals. For while animals and man have certain things in common, they are not the same stuff. We and the animals all breathe, are born, grow, eat largely the same food, drink the same waters or milk for our sustenance, see, hear, bleed, remember, and procreate to sustain our numbers. And we were all given the command, “Be fruitful and increase in numbers.” But only to man was given the command, “Subdue the earth. Rule over the fish and the birds and the animals.” Man was given this to show that first) he is the crown of God’s creation, that second) he stands on earth as God’s representative and lieutenant over all creation, and third) that he is different and set apart from creation. For man has what the beasts and birds do not: an eternal soul. 
Man was meant for this physical life on earth, but God also intended man to live with him forever in heaven. Even before the fall, it is clear that man was created for an even better life than the earthly Paradise of Eden. Even if our nature had remained unimpaired, wouldn’t there have been a translation from this to the heavenly home? Some of the very greatest scholars of the Christian Church have been in agreement about this: Since heaven is the dwelling place of those who inherit eternal life, as Jesus our Lord says more than once (Matthew 5:12; Mark 10:21), it would seem that if sin had not entered the world, Adam and his believing descendants would have, after a very long and delightful life on earth, have been, translated or moved over into the eternal life of heaven, as we see with the examples of Enoch before the flood, and Elijah during the divided kingdom.
 But this doesn’t need to concern us, for sin did come, and the image of God was lost. 

Now we must give our attention to that image; the image of God. What does that mean? The image of God is a gift. It means to have true righteousness and holiness, and to have knowledge of these things and of God’s will. 
Now, this is the third sermon about the creation account that I have preached this summer, and before this we saw that man is guilty of many sins that are reflected in these verses, especially idolatry, astrology, and superstition. But here we see especially the sins that violate believing in the Word of God, and those sins that violate or ignore marriage.
Before the fall and after the fall into sin, man did show any external difference: the physical body was the same, and the soul still had the abilities of human reason, a will, and emotions. But just as the body had been immortal before the fall, so also the soul was now different. Human reason, the will, and emotions are spiritually dead and incapable of anything good in the eyes of God, and unable to stop sinning.

But the image of God-- lost in the fall--  is renewed when individual men and women are renewed by faith through the Holy Spirit, for otherwise we would not need the renewal of faith or the rebirth of baptism. We would not understand, for example, that marriage is a gift of God, and is God’s will for mankind by creating us male and female, and that it is God’s holy command for us to seek a godly spouse with whom to share this life. There may be rare exceptions, but these need to be treated as exceptions, not as a choice everyone gets to make. Otherwise we would be setting ourselves, the creation of God, above God.
Remember that we cannot save ourselves from these sins of ours, since of arrogance, of opinion, or setting our flawed human reason above the Word of God.. Ever since the fall into sin we are born without the image of God without true faith in God, and we are condemned to eternal death. But while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. He took away our sins by giving his life on the cross, just as we confess when we baptize little children. 

So the image is restored! Flawed by sin, but restored by God. And here for you to ponder and to consider is an aphorism that connects the creation account to our salvation: 


God made you without you, except as the object,


And so God saved you without you, except as the object.

That is to say, just as God did not consult you to create you, but did indeed create you, so also it was when you were saved on the cross by Christ. God did not consult you or invite you to contribute anything when he saved you, but he did indeed save you. Your sins are all and entirely forgiven by the blood of Jesus Christ. Just as the account of the creation is true exactly as written in plain words by Moses, so also the account of your salvation is true exactly as written in plain words by the Apostles in the Gospel. Cherish this truth and live knowing God’s righteousness and holiness, and live with the knowledge of the will of God in your life. Amen. 
� Peter Lombard, Ambrose, Augustine, and Martin Luther all shared this view.
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