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SECOND ARTICLE: REDEMPTION

THE TIME HAD FULLY COME 1. GOD’S SON WAS BORN
UNDER LAW 2. GOD’S SON SET US FREE FROM THE LAW

Galatians 4:4-7 4 But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under law, 5 to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6 Because
you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out,
“Abba, Father." 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made
you also an heir. (NIV 1984)

Dear fellow redeemed:

Today we continue with our summer sermon series on the Creed. Our focus for this weekend is on
the Second Article, which deals with Christ, the Son. We focus on the doctrine of redemption.
There are three words for redemption in Hebrew: (GaAHL), one which denotes buying something
back in place of another; (PaDAH), another which has the idea of redemption through intervening
as a substitute or being a mediator in the place of someone else; and (CahPHAR), yet another
which means to cover or atone for someone else by an act of sacrifice. Likewise, there are words
in Greek New Testament that are their counterparts: apolutrosis, exargorazo and /utrahoh -- which
mean the same.
Jesus did all three: He was our Redeemer and bought us back. He is our mediator between us and
God. He is the one who atoned for our sin by giving something in exchange for us to cover our
guilt.
Luther says in his explanation of this article:
He [Jesus] has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sin,
from death, and from the power of the devil. Not with gold or silver, but with his holy precious blood
and with his innocent suffering and death. All this he did so that | should be his own and live under
him in his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Even
as he is risen from death and lives and rules eternally. This is most certainly true.
We've all heard it said: Timing is everything. In many cases, that is true, whether you’re planning to
sell your house or learning to hit a baseball or playing a musical instrument in a band, timing is all
important.
But there was no other point in history when timing was more important than the precise time God
chose to fulfil the promise he had made to the world. The Bible tells us: When the time had fully
come, God sent his Son. Nothing was left chance. There was nothing arbitrary about the time, the
place, the purpose, or the people whose lives it affected. It was God’s flawless master plan for the
salvation of the world. God had promised the Savior. For many years, in fact centuries, the promise
was carried on by God’s people from generation to generation until finally, after years of waiting
and watching in eager anticipation...
THE TIME HAD FULLY COME



God's promise was fulfilled according to his perfect schedule. And it was fulfilled to accomplish
God’s perfect purpose. His purpose was to save us from sin, death, and the devil.

GOD’S SON WAS BORN UNDER LAW

If you've ever walked in a place where you were not supposed to walk, or if you’ve ever gone too
fast in a place where you were supposed to slow down, and as a result you were in some way
reprimanded for your transgression, whether by means of a ticket or a verbal warning, you know
what it means to be under law. Rules and regulations govern our lives: Do this! Don=t do that! And
in many cases there are consequences, threats, and penalties for those who break the law. Like it
or not, we are all under law. Not only are we under the laws of man, but under the laws of nature,
and most of all, under the law of God.

Some four thousand years ago God gave his law to Moses and the people of Israel on Mount Sinai.
There were two stone tablets engraved by the finger of God himself. And on those stone tablets he
had written ten “words” or laws which are called AThe Ten Commandments.@ The Israelites of old
were given, not only the Ten Commandments, but also many other laws closely tied to them.
We can thank Thomas Aquinas, the Roman Catholic theologian from the mid 1200’s who made a
proper distinction between three types of Old Testament law. There was ceremonial law which
governed the worship practices of ancient Israel and included such things as sacrifices, the
priesthood, sabbath days, dietary laws, and a dress code. There was civil or judicial law which
governed the civic affairs of the people in Israelite society. We still have civil laws that govern our
society, but they are not the same as those of ancient Israel. Ceremonial and civil laws of the Old
Testament were intended for the people of Israel in their time and do not have a direct application
for us today, except for their symbolism which | will mention later.
However, the third type of law is moral law. Moral law still applies to all of us even today. The Ten
Commandments are a summary of God’s moral law. However, even the Ten Commandments are
not the complete moral law of God, nor did the moral law begin with the Ten Commandments.
Moral law is as old as the world itself. In fact, the Ten Commandments, as they were originally
delivered to the people of Old Testament Israel apply to us only in principle.

For instance, when God says to us, “You shall not kill,” or “You shall not commit adultery,”
Jesus indicated in his Sermon on the Mount that there is a broader scope of the principles
undergirding these commandments. Hating or being unjustly angry with someone is the
same as murder in the eyes of God. Lusting after another person in one’s heart is the same
as adultery warns Jesus.
God's law is everything God commands us to do and not to do. The moral law of God
conveys the eternal principles which teach us what is perfectly righteous and acceptable in
the eyes of God. We are bound by these laws. We need to carry out the letter of the law.
We need to keep every command God has made and keep each one perfectly. God warns
that there are penalties for those who do not keep them. Even in society we know that if we
break the laws of the government there are fines to be paid and sentences to be served. If
there are consequences for breaking the laws of man, how much more the law of God?
If we were honest with ourselves, we would have to admit that there are all kinds of laws we
break on a regular basis, consciously or unconsciously, whether it is speeding through a
yellow light at an intersection or crossing the street in the wrong place or littering. There are
so many laws, some which we may not even be aware we are breaking.



This, of course, goes double for God’s law. We do not keep the law of God either. We offend
against God’s law in many ways. Sometimes we may even sin without realizing we’ve done it. But
as with the law of man, so it is with God’s law: Ignorance of the law is never an excuse for breaking
it. You cannot tell the officer that because you didn’t= know the speed limit you do not deserve a
ticket for speeding. You can get a ticket regardless, and you deserve it.
God condemns all who are guilty of defying his law whether in ignorance and intentionally and
threatens to punish them. And since we have broken his perfect law, it condemns us. That is the
main purpose of God’s law. It shows us our sin. We refer to the law as a mirror. Like it or not, what
you see every time you look in the mirror every morning, the image staring back at you is you.
Every time we look at ourselves through the law of God it reflects a painfully accurate image of who
we really are. When we see ourselves in light of God’s perfect law, it reveals us for who we really
are. Sadly, it always portrays us as sinners. Thus, it terrorizes our consciences and guilt weighs
heavily on hearts. We are condemned by God’s law. Because, as St. Paul says in our text, we are
by nature under law.
However, St. Paul comforts us today with the glad message of God’s salvation. Our text before us
speaks of the importance of the Incarnation of God B that God took on human flesh and blood and
came to this earth in the person of Jesus Christ.
Yes, the time had fully come. God’s timing was perfect. After his people had lived many years under
the burden of the law, God picked just the right time in the history of this world, when the Roman
government had brought civic peace with their rule, and travel by land and sea had been made safe
by their armies and navies, God brought his Son into this world to live under law.

Jesus Christ was subject to law. From the beginning of his life during the taking of a Roman census
which brought his parents to Bethlehem in the first place, as foretold by the prophets of old, Jesus
humbled himself to be born under the Roman government subject to the law of man. He submitted
to the ruling authorities.
Jesus was subject to the laws of nature. He had to eat, drink and sleep, just like you and me. If he
had leaped from the pinnacle of the temple while the devil was tempting him, he would have been
pulled toward the center of the earth by the laws of gravity, just like any other object heavier than
air.
Even though Jesus is God, and never stopped being God, Jesus humbled himself and came to live
under the law of God. St. Paul says: But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under law to redeem those under law.
Yes, when the time had fully come, God’s Son was born under law in our place. And having been
born under law...
2. GOD’S SON SET US FREE FROM THE LAW
We are under law; therefore, Jesus came to live under law in order to be our Savior. Jesus was
obedient in our place. Jesus Christ came to this earth to be our perfect substitute. He lived the
perfect life God demanded of us when we were not able to do it ourselves. We broke God’s law, but
Jesus kept it perfectly. Jesus fulfilled the law for us, even the law of the Old Testament.

Though the ceremonial and civil laws of the Old Testament no longer apply to us as they did to Old
Testament Israel, they still serve as a shadow or as symbolism pointing to everything Jesus did.
The offering of the spotless lamb at the Passover and every bloody sacrifice ever made on the
altars of Israel pointed to Jesus= perfect sacrifice offered for our sins. The blood which was shed in
circumcision pointed to his atonement. Every year when the high priest entered the Most Holy Place



behind the curtain of the temple with the blood of a bull, it was a picture of Jesus the Great High
Priest who alone could enter into God’s presence for us and open the curtain which stood as a
barrier between us and God. Every Sabbath Day that was celebrated pointed to the rest that is
ours in him through the forgiveness of sins Jesus provides. Every Year of Jubilee with the freeing
of slaves and the voiding out of debts was a reminder that we have been set free from the slavery
of sin, and the debt of our sin has been paid by Jesus Christ.
Jesus not only lived a perfect life in our place, but he also died on the cross to take our
punishment. As we heard in our Old Testament reading and sang in our Psalm for the Day in
Psalm 49: Psalm 49:7-9 No man can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for him--
® the ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough-- ° that he should live on forever and
not see decay. Nothing we could offer God was valuable enough to make atonement for our sin.
Only Jesus’ perfection could provide it. His blood was the ransom price which paid the debt of our
sin before God.

As the writer of the book of Hebrews reminds us: Hebrews 2:14-15 Since the children have flesh
and blood, he [Jesus] too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who
holds the power of death-- that is, the devil-- ‘5 and free those who all their lives were held in
slavery by their fear of death. Satan can no longer hold our sin over our head because our guilt has
been removed and we are forgiven. Satan has been stripped of his power and he does not own us
any longer.
Though we were once under the penalty of the law and threatened by its punishments, Jesus
redeemed us from it. The law which once condemned us to hell condemns us no more. For Jesus
has fulfilled it in our place. We are forgiven. St. Paul reminds us in Romans 8:1 Therefore, there is
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
Don't misunderstand. God never said, AYou may stop obeying the moral law.@ He still demands
that we obey it. However, God wants us to see that we are sinners who have not obeyed it. He still
uses the law to condemn our consciences so that we can see our need for Jesus Christ as our
Savior.
Once we understand that the law does not save us, but that we are saved only through faith in
Jesus Christ who lived a perfect life in our place and died to take away our guilt -- yes, only then
are we able to understand that we keep God's law, not to earn his love and forgiveness, but
because we already have it. We are set free from the law. We have been set free from the law to
serve God by keeping his law through faith in Jesus.

St. Paul says: But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under law, ° to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. God
has made us his children. Paul therefore goes on to say: Because you are sons, God sent
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father." ’So you are no
longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.
Paul teaches us that just as God once sent Jesus to live under the law in our place, so now
he has sent the Spirit of God to live in our hearts who teaches us that we have been set
free from the law. The Holy Spirit gives us faith and causes us to confess that God is our
Father.
If you were a child born in an Aramaic speaking world, as Jesus and Paul were, one of the
first words you would have spoken would have been Abba. It is equivalent to our children
saying, Adada@ or daddy. It is a term of endearment. Paul says that in Jesus we call God
our daddy -- dada... not in disrespect, but to denote our deep, intimate relationship with our
God. We are little children who, having been redeemed from sin and set free from the
bondage of the law, say to God, Abba, Father...



Our daddy, who loves us like no one else can.
And so, says Paul, you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made
you also an heir. When we were under the law, we were attempting to earn God’s love by our
deeds. We were trying to be so good that would be God obligated to owe us something. But that
could never happen.
Jesus freed us from that impossible slavery and made us worthy of God’s blessings by putting his
own perfection to our credit. And it was not because we deserved it. It is something we inherited as
a result of being God’s children through faith in Christ. An inheritance is not something you earn, it
is a gift.
St. Paul says in Romans 5:6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ
died for the ungodly. Yes, just at the right time B at the time when we were powerless to do
anything to save ourselves, God intervened.
Timing is everything. Today | say to you: Now is the time. Now, today, even this very moment, God
promises that he has redeemed us. Now God promises that we are his children. Now God calls us
to be his own and to serve him by obeying what he commands.

For when the time had fully come, God sent his Son to be born under law to redeem us from the
curse of the law, and to make us God’s children. The time came, and the time will come again. As
Jesus once came to live under the law in our place to redeem us from the law, he shall also return.
But it will not be as a humble servant who lives under the law. All of creation will be subject to him.
And we, as the sons and daughters of God, will receive the inheritance that is ours in him. We shall
praise our Abba, Father, throughout eternity. Lord, prepare us, so that when the time has fully
come, we shall rejoice in its fulfillment once again. Amen.


